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TOUR OF A UNIT

AS Students begin to

0 Commciiin ACanume RENng explore a rhetorical

In this unit, you will leam skills to help you compare and contrast ideas. While some of the

writing skills that you will use may be new toyou, the skill of companng ideas s not new. In "

your everyday Iife, you use the skill of companson when you ask questions such as Wiich schoof mode and CﬂnnECt It tD

should | go to? or Which neighborfood show'd | iive n?

© Reflect on the Topic their everyday lives.

In this section, you will choose awriting prompt and reflect on it. You will develop these ideas
throughout the unit and use them to practice skills that are necessary to write your essay.

The writing prompt below was used for the Student Model essay on pages 50-51. The student
reflected on his topic using a Venn diagram to see similarities and differences. This helped him
think of a possible thesis for his essay.

WRITING PROMPT: Compare two skills that you have learned. The skills could be artistic, such
as singing or painting, or physical, such as leaming to nde a bike or fix cars. Was the expenence
of learning these two skills similar or different?

Subject A: Subject B:
Learning to draw Learning to play the saxophone

DIFFEREMNCES
(Subject B]

-laarnad with a taachsar —
took lessons — expensive

SIMILARITIES
[Subjects A and B

- drew animsa eharastars
-learned an myown

- spent hours drawing - hard work] -listanad to a lot of jazzmusic
- fres to axpress myself -fun fMﬂ“":.l
- - made me happy - practiced less

-learned new songs quickly

Possible thesis statement: Learning how to draw and play the saxophone both took effort,
but the experience of learning each skill was different.

ﬂ 1.1 Motice

Work with a partner. Discuss two more possible comparisons and add them to the Venn
diagram.

) Academic Collocations (=)

Collocations are words that are frequently used together. Research tells us that the academic
vocabulary in Part A is commonty used in the collocations below.

conduct an experiment make a conscious decision a strong urge

the main focus of make sense

H 2.2 Focus on Meaning

Next, students prepare for their

writing by learning corpus-informed Wi i sl coreact el

academic vocabulary, collocations, e eeation e slecwavinpsp e
a EXPETIENCE ON ONE 'S 0WN. b do a scientific test.

and ph I'ElSES. 2 The company Expedia does a global report each year on vacations. The main focus of the

repornt i to find out what people’s perceptions of vacations are around the world. The phrase
the main focus of is wed to introduce

a 4 detail. b an objective.

3 While it makes sense to take paid vacations, often Americans do not use their vacation days.
They work instead. The phrase make sense is used when something seems

a logical or reasonable. b clear or clever.

4 While on vacation, many people feel a strong urge to check their email and do some work.
The phrase a strong urge explains
a something that is hard to control, b something that is fun to do.

5 People in some cultures make a conscious dedsion to take all their paid vacation days
because they feel that taking vacations is necessary, The phrase a conscious dedsion is a
decision that someone makes

a after a lot of careful thinking. b without thinking a lot about it

SUMMARY ESSAYS 141




(® Writing in the Real World

The author of "Gaing Off the Grid: Why People Are Choosing to Live Life Unplugged ™ uses
features of academic essays to present his ideas in an organized way that s cormvincing and

3 For others, lving off-grid is a rejection of on cBayand maved themselves it a traier.
consumerism.* "Going off the grid is not a game?” And they find themselves Tiving a maore

: . says Nick Rosen, founder of the Off-Grid website. ecological lifestyle just by the fact that they'ne

riheresing. It is real lif and a teal choice for real people” gencrating their own electricity and growing

Betore you read, answer these questions: Look at the title. What do you think it means to "fve And many of these people are starting to ask their own fvod, but they were maotivated by

ife unplugged? Wiy do you think some people want to five very smphy? themselves, "How much do we really nead?” financial matters mther than by a more pure

. : . Theyreject overly large homes in I'mtnrl’ima]] desire to tread more lighthy* on the planet”
Mow read the artide. Think about your answers to the questions above as you read. 1 & haed ot o ien thet weame loach So, financial concerns also play a wle in

GOING OFF THE GRID:

Why More People Are Ghoosing to
Live Life Unplugged (adapted|

['mna gime Iiving off the land. See voursel{
growing vour own food, producing vour
own energy, and getting away from the
consumption emnmrq." that influences so
many of our decisions. For more and more
people, this simple lifestyle, called off-grid
living, hasbecome a real option. Althowgh
statistics on Americans who choose off-grid
Tiving are unavailshle, trends supgest that
the mumber 15 inceasing, Some poople dao
it to b self-reliant® or more in towch with
natire. Others do it on the basis that there
is a limited supply of traditional energy,
such as oil 541l others do it becawse it is
the best financial option svailable to them.
For people who want to get sway from
lodays consumerist society or help protect
the envirenment, iving off-grd can be an
attractive ophion.

Although a desire 1o go green st always
the top reason for people going off-grid, the
lifestyle has many environmental benefils
Forone thing, most off-grid homes or
communities ane in places whe re nature
Playsan important part of their everyday
lives. Many people in these communities
want o make sure they treal their
envimnment with respect. And they want
the chexiices thiat they make on a daily basis
b0 help the environment rather than hurt it
[ thiese commaumities, prople ofien convert
from oil to salar power for regular home
heating or bike rather than drive (o neduce
the wse of gasoline. Making the transition
from traditions] energy o a renewable
source may fake geiting wsed io al first,

bul many inoff-grid communities anc
willing to sacrifios for the chance (o make a

when we have a Jot more than we meod. Thn many penples decision tolive off the grid.
kel overconsumption lead s to being less gm:ru] = . v :

S what-ve dio heve And. dof thing 5 The scope of the off-grd movement is
fike brying a smaller home also fits inio fie "‘;'mﬁ‘“?']'f"“"’“-['ﬁ““‘rf-‘?’;‘f“h’“;l
ervirenmenialy fendly lifestyle becawse smaller VWAL I O SOMERETIY

; ; ; members— the desire to prvtect the
hawmes require kessenergy for heating and conling. i e lnhrsr_lj-rgiml. R

4 Fnrnﬂi:rslg;ing ul':l'-grid: is Zm & conomic S'i.l'l'l]:I]i.' ].i"u"ing. and sometimes 1o live mone
mecessity because they have Biced econemic economically. Formany of these members,
hartships.' and many have lost their own homes. the benefits outweigh the inconveriences of
Theyend up living a mone eco-friend iv* lifiestyle giving up some of the features of 2 modern
hc.ausc they moed to raduce electtic 'tr[l]s o grow life — using as much oil and electricity 2 vou
their own Imctm:ur'. e, Rosen reports, “A dot of wani o1 buying prepackaged food. Living off
the poople I met when [ was traveling around the the grid might not be foreveryone, but the
States writing mmy book were peoplke who had to lifestvie of people who do so cerlinly gives
hand back the kevs o their properties amd find 2 usallsomething o consider.

e likestyle. [n one case they bought some land

‘oaaeeme nise casar whe e peopbs fooss a lod on bay g Sengs *inead mare Sighly: o ak or bebove crefully o oosd
‘BOOMGIT K OO ST g e g ANy oD oF Cresang barm
ez liri enally- pood for Se env ionment

n 2.3 Check Your Understanding

Ancwer the questions.

1 What are the main reasons people want to five in ofi-grd communities?

2 How would you explain the berefits of off-grid iving to someone who has never heard of
it befora?

3 How would youfed aboutIving in an off-grd community?

m 2.4 Notice the Features of Essay Writing

Answer the questions.
1 Look atthe first two sentences in the introductory paragraph. How does the author get the

e ; | won?
positive impa ot on the envirenment. nespier s aitention?

mghm:mm:dhmmm 2 In which sentence in the introductory paragraph does the wniter telfl us what he will discus

':Trdnil:qul:lu of relyme on onesl mder than in the rest of the essay?
s i Look at paragraphs 2, 3, and 4. What is their purpose?

18 UNT1 INTRODUCTION TO THE E554Y 19

The first model shows students how the rhetorical mode is applied in a real-
world setting, helping them recognize that academic writing is all around them.

bik es, s people do not have to spend time searching for one. Themrefore,
the bike-share program is momre convenient than buses and other kinds of
transportation.

3 STUDY ACADEMIC WRITING

In Section 1, you saw how the writer of the Student Model essay reflected on her topic. In this
section, you will analyze the final draft of her academic essay. You will leam how to structure

your ideas for your own essay. 3 Inaddition, abike-share pogmam makes a city momre enjoyable and safer
In pagaph i undedine

© Student Model People feel comfortable when they trave] around, so they spend maore time f:él“;ﬁﬁ1m1

f many people use bikes, there are fewer cars and less traffic and nodse.

the wriler will dacws in
the pragraph. Then
cimcle the purpoe of the
v wiord

Read the writing prompt again and answer the quertions. enjoving the city. Maybe it will attract mare tourists, and this is good for

WRITIMNG PROMPT: There are many programs and livws that dties have introduced to reduce
pollution. These indude banning plastic bags, starting bike-share programs, and creating green
spaces. Choose one program orlaw that you are familiar with and give reasons why it is good
for pecple and communities.

1 Read the tithe of the essay. What will the witer disouss?

2 'What reasons might the writer mention ?

the city, too. Alsn, when there are many people around, the city feels less
dangerous. I come home from work late at night. When there was no bike-

2 o irtmduce an oprion

share, [ felta little scared when I walked home. Now [see more peopk riding b 10 explain an iden
bikes in my neighborthond, and I feel Jess afraid. The bike-shame has made the & St ity chick H: et

id=a

city more comfortable and fun.
5 Andlym Wriing Skilo
Cirde fhe semence bdow
that best expreses the
tope of paragraph 4
a Bilang gwves people

crergy
b Some people e

4  Thebest reason for having a bike-share is its positive effects on peoples
health. When people bike on a daily basis, they exercise their whole
body every day. I ride at least five miles a day, so 1 know my heart

Read the eccay twice. The first time, think about your answen to the questions above.
The second time, answer the questions in the Analyze Writing 5kills boxes. This will help

you notice key features of academic essays.

and lungs are strong. Also, biking is a good source of energy:
Iwork and go to school, but [ still feel energetic. I think it is

The Positive Impact of Bilke-Share Programs . : waght when they
paragragh 1, the first ; : :
\ 10 my community, people talk about the smog! mre than they tlk sittesive iyl the resley because T use the bike-share. Finally, exercise can reduce stress, me:;lhha-wre
' imerested in the inpic of to, and students who work and go to college often feel alot of S
about the weather. Recently, the mayor urged people to give up their cams the suay Cirde the ype : : : ¢ Gilingimpraves
and use public transportation or the new bike-share program to decrease ol sentence i & eEm. LRty Kk S i Bow s A rpi b
: : . AT 5 Inconclusion, a hike-share pmgram not only helps the Wriing 5kl

air polhation. T use the bike-share programa lot to get to school and b an imemsing ' Ansiyes Welng
work, and I really likeit. T heard on the news that it is working well and akeryierd environment, it makes a city easier to get around, makes a city more 31:1 e PI_';F':'”

4 . e find serence m
that there are fewer cars on the streets. [ know that sometimes cars are il i RS ek Fl s et ok ok et kA e | paragragh 51
a necessity, but the problem of smog is serious because it has a negative hﬂ::ﬂm" }""":'Er?“””” amazing way to get back our blue skies ‘ i L‘:"’“d'-““ bl
effect on people’s health and the quality of life” in the city. A bike-share il o i b i gve fie witr

cEnon
.- | ¢ o remind the reader |
off the wriders main
point in e sy

the thme ideas, or paimy,
#hat ihe writerwll dacun

convenient way to travel, it improves life in the city, and it makes people in the ey
healthier. ' »
1 First, a bike-share program is easy for people to use. Commuters who
travel to the city can ride amund and go wherewer they want. They do

not have to rely on the schedules of buses and tmins. Drriving a car is also

program is good for cities and the people who live ther becanse it is a

3 Analys Writing Skilg

| In paragragh Z underfine

difficult because of traffic. In addition, bike stations ame everywhere, so it the twa eniences that
is usually easy to find and park a bike. One problem some times is that the :EE_“,_&?;E:E‘M
supply of bikes is less than the demand” for them That was a pmblemin Feae i

myy city. However, we now have an app that tells where there are availahle

of B oo of comfont and soind coon ol soemeone ey abvout ey ke
‘demand - rrambeer of peogqle o warn i b somethomg

mﬁrmﬂed:.:_%:nm!'ﬂﬂfﬁh (dhick clowd] -
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The second model shows a typical assignment from a college writing
course. Students analyze this in detall, preparing for their own writing.

TOUROFAUNIT 7




@ Writing Skill 2: Sentence Variety

Sentence variety in writing means including different clause types, sentence types, and
sentence lengths. Good wnters use a variety of sentence structures to make their wniting
more natural and interesting to readers. An essay without sentence vanety can sound tedious,
choppy, and unsophisticated.

Read the paragraph below. Motice the lack of variety in the sentences.

immigrants come to the United States every year. They come for many reasons. They come to visit
their famifes, Some ore escopmg persecution at home Some are coming to find work, Some nnot
find work in their country. They are ail hopmg for o better ife. Many of them find i, a'though not
everyone does.

This lack of variety is due to these reasons:

1 Most sentences have the same grammatical structure: subject + verb (+ object).
2 The sentences are about the same length.
3 The subject of the sentences is the same: immigrants.

Mow read the rewntten version below. Motice how the writer applied sentence varniety strategies
to improve the flow of ideas.

Start with a time phrase: The wiler started the
sentence with Every yeorinstead of Immigronts.

! Strategy 3

Students develop
an extensive skill
set, preparing them
for every aspect of
academic writing.

Every year, immigrants come to the United States. The

Rip the ideas in a
sentence: The writar

—oreasons that they come are different. Some come to visit

Combine sentences:
The e r combmed
| santencas with wizle

their families, while others come to escape persecution

put The reoons first
| e of Fhay, at home. In some Couniries, it s difficull fo find work, so
: - | Start with a
these people come to the United States for jobs. Although prepisitionsl phwie:
The writer started the

not all immigrants succeed, many do find better lives,

sanitence with [n some
antries inslead of some.

Flip the clauses in a sentence: The whiter pul the
o ause with obhowgh first.

H 4. 3 Adding Variety to Sentences

On a separate sheet of paper, rewrite the paragraph below with more sentence variety.
Use the strategies above.

It is crucial that people have safe air to breathe. Poor air quality can make people sick. It can
lead to more serious health issues. |t can even lead to death. Many countnes have problems
with air pollution. Arecent New York Trmes article by Wong stated that there are 1.2 million
deaths caused by air pollution per year in China. The smoq is especially bad in Beijing. Officials
have been rying to clean it up for many years. Beijing held a marathon race in 20714, It
attracted over 25,000 unners. Many runners finished the race. Some did not finish. They were
having trouble breathing. Beijing has taken steps to reduce its air pollution, but there is still
much to do.

ARGUMENTATIVE ES5AYS 2 251

Students study specific applications
of grammar for the writing task and
learn to avoid common mistakes
(informed by the Cambridge
Learner Corpus).

Avoiding Common Mistakes (=)

Reseanch tells us that these are the most common mistakes that stedents make in academic
writing when reducing relative clauses.

1 Use the correct form of the verbin the reduced dause.
studying
Resegrchers sterdred the effects of diversity on the economy do not aways ogree.

2 Put the verb after the noun — not before the noun.
provided
The ﬁFErHiE[EB‘-I'IBﬂbF the researchers suppart her amgument.

3 Omit the verb be before the noun when you omit the relative pronoun.
The outhor, t1 an economist, has written many books on the subject of diversity:

4 For reduced clauses with single adjectives, put the adjective before the noun.

multizultural
ThEﬂEfl!}" mertnre o residents from over 100 countries,

H 4.3 Editing Task

Find and correct six more mistakes in the paragraph below.
competing
For many companies cempeted in today's global market, a diverse workforce is one

strateqy to increase success, but there are challenges. Some businesses recruited people from
different backgmounds believe that it increases creativity, but it can increase conflict, too. While
employees with diverse backgrounds offer perspectives unique on problems, they may also

be unable to see each other's points of view. Ted Park, is a management consultant, says that
employees must be frained to work together. Some employees upset can cause additional
problems and conflicts. Training on cultural dversity giving regularly is more effective than

training that is given once. Companies thought about diversifying their workforce should

prepare carefully forit




e Students learn to
(@ Avoiding Plagiarism
In academic writing, you will use facts, statistics, and original ideas from experts to support aCRnDW[EdgE ﬂthers!
your thesis. How do you use other people’s ideas comectly? Read about Hamid's problem.
My instructor said that she would not accept my paper because Wﬂrk and ldeas and

| plagiarized it. She said that | used other people’s ideas without EPPFD priate ly incﬂrpﬂ rate

including their names in my essay, and | used the exact wonds of
one expert. | don't understand. |t's hard for me to explain ideas

i Engish, 50 copy and paste the ideas rom experts. What them into their writing.

wrong with that?
Hamid

Drear Hamid,

It's great that you found ideas from experts to support your thesis, but there's a nght way
and a wrong way to use them in your essay. The most useful way to use others' ideas is

to paraphrase the ideas. If you copy and paste, you have plagianzed. If you don't include

the author's name, you have also plagiarized. | think the best thing for you right now is to
learn how to paraphrase.

Yours truly,
Professor Wright

Paraphrasing is an essential skill in academic writing. It means stating the ideas of others in
your own words. |f you like an author's ideas, you can include them in your paper as long as
you tell the reader whene you got them.

Read the strategies for paraphrasing quotations.

STRATEGIES FOR PARAPHRASING
Original Quotation: “We like to think of our champions and idols as superheroes who were
bom different from us.” (Dweck 20)
1 Use synonyms for key wonds (nouns, Dweck says that peapie prefer to befieee that
verbs, adjectives, etc.). there is @ huge difference between winners and
super achievers and everyone else.
2 Change the parts of speech of some According to Dweck, peopie prefer to befieve that
words (verb to noun, etc.). those we idolize for their heric accomplishments
howe a fundamental difference rght from their
birth.
1 Break up the ideas into separate As Dweck points out in Mindset, our superheres

sentences or change the order of ideas.  and winners are perceived differently because we
want them to be very different fom us. We want

them to be exceptional
5 WRITE YOUR ESSAY
In this section, you will follow the wnting process to complete the final draft of your essay.
STEP 1: BRAINSTORM
Woaork with a partner. Follow the steps below to brainstorm ideas for your essay.
1 Before you start, nobice how the wnter of the Student Model essay brainstormed.
He inCluded some of the ideas from his chart in 5ection 1 on page 230. He wmote many ideas
but did not use all of them in his essay. Finally, he circled the points that were the strongest.
| GooD BAD
. I k!!, I_=,_—:—'—'—”‘—.‘—\—._
Now fully prepared, students write, poeton (el e ey
] : : - provides jobs - people s pend too much time shopping
MOovi ng frDm bra[nStDrm[ng tD - more rich people — and rich people help - people think too much about money
sthers
. . - people s pend too much
their final draft. - more dhoices

- people don't have good relationships

[\- people are never happy about what ”:I

they have — they want more and more!

-too much wastel
- people become addicted to shopping

- people focus too much onwhat they
wear and have

-pellution iskilling plant and animal
species

256 UNIT 8
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INTRODUCTION TO
THE ESSAY

ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES: GREEN LIVING

“| feel more confident
than ever that the
power to save the
planet rests with the
individual consumer.”

Denis Hayes (1944-)

About the Author:

' _ _ Denis Hayes is an
Work with a partner. Read the quotation about protecting the environmental activist. He

environment. Then answer the questions. was the main organizer of
the first Earth Day in 1970.

1 What does Hayes mean when he says that the individual consumer
can save the planet?

2 What are some things that people do every day that are harmful to
the environment?

3 What is something that you could do to help the environment?
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l PREPARE YOUR IDEAS

) Connect to Academic Writing

In this unit, you will learn skills for writing clear, well-organized academic essays. While some

of the skills you will use may be new, others are not. Writing essays requires you to explain and
organize your ideas in a clear and logical way. You do this in everyday life, too. For example,
you use similar skills to consider the advantages and disadvantages of two different careers or to
describe an experience you have had in your life.

() Reflect on the Topic

In this section, you will choose a writing prompt and reflect on it. You will develop these ideas
throughout the unit and use them to practice skills that are necessary to write your essay.

The writing prompt below was used for the Student Model essay on pages 20-21. After
reflecting on her topic, the student decided to make a list to generate ideas. This helped her

think of a possible thesis statement.

WRITING PROMPT: There are many programs and laws that cities have introduced to reduce
pollution. These include banning plastic bags, starting bike-share programs, and creating green
spaces. Choose one program or law that you are familiar with and give reasons why it is good
for people and communities.

Reasons for a Bike-Share Program

more freedom

nho looking for parking!

never get stuck in traffic

save money

convenient to travel around city

feel safer because more people everywhere

fun - 1 go more places

Possible thesis statement: A bike-share program is good for a city and people because it

saves money and the city is safer and more fun.

Work with a partner. Discuss how someone’s life would change if he or she rode a bike
rather than drove a car.



al
il 1.2 Apply It to Your Writing

o I

« Choose a product that is not good for the environment, such as plastic bags or paper
towels. Write three reasons why people should stop using them.

Follow the directions to reflect on your topic.

A Choose a prompt:

« Describe a green place, such as a park, where you live. Describe how people use
the space.

« Imagine that your town or city wants to start a program to improve the city, such as a
bike-sharing program, a car-sharing program, or a program to create more green spaces.
Choose one and tell how it would affect the quality of life.

» A topic approved by your instructor

B Complete the following tasks:

1 Reflect on the topic and make a list.
2 Write a possible thesis statement.

3 Compare lists and possible thesis statements with a partner.

Possible thesis statemepnt: ...~~~
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2 EXPAND YOUR KNOWLEDGE

In this section, you will learn academic language that you can use in your academic essay.
You will also notice how a professional writer uses this language.

) Academic Vocabulary

The words below appear throughout the unit. Many are from the Academic Word List. Using
these words in your writing will make your ideas clearer and your writing more academic.

basis (n) cooperation (n) source (n) supply (n)

community (n) scope (n) sufficient (adj) transition (n)

Match the words in bold with their definitions. Write the letters.

A

______________ 1 The scope of a problem such as pollution is large. a the people in a particular
It involves many complex social, economic, and area or who share interests
scientific issues. or background

,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 2 We want the recycling program to succeed, so b enough

the entire community must participate.

3 The government and the citizens are workingon ¢ the range or area of
ways to solve the problem of air pollution. This something
cooperation is necessary.

4 There is sufficient research that recycling is d the process of people
effective. It is has been shown to reduce negative working together

effects on the environment.
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1 Making the transition from olil to solar energy a origin
Is expensive because people have to buy
equipment.

~ 2 Solar energy is a good source of power because it b the process of change
comes from the sun.

- 3 The supply of oil in the world is limited, and we ¢ the facts or beliefs that

will run out of it one day. support a claim or idea
.. 4 The basis for the argument is that recycling d the amount of something
reduces land pollution. that is available for use

) Academic Collocations (=)

Collocations are words that are frequently used together. Research tells us that the academic
vocabulary in Part A is commonly used in the collocations in bold below.

Work with a partner. Circle the correct meanings.

1 “Simple living” includes a wide scope of actions. These actions range from recycling to
growing your own food. Wide scope means
a asmall range. b a large range.

2 Car sharing helps people in a community get to know each other better, and it gives them a
sense of community. A sense of community is

a the feeling of being connected to others. b the feeling of pride.

3 The water supply in the community has improved in recent years. However, many people
still do not have enough clean, safe water. The water supply is

a the water available to a community. b the water that is sold in stores.

4 There is a limited supply of oil in the world. However, there is plenty of solar energy because
It comes from the sun. A limited supply is

a poor quality of something. b an amount of something that is not large.

5 We can improve the environment every day. For example, we can save energy on a daily
basis if we unplug appliances and turn off lights when we leave the house each day. On a
daily basis means

a occasionally. b every day.
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@ Writing in the Real World

The author of “Going Off the Grid: Why People Are Choosing to Live Life Unplugged” uses
features of academic essays to present his ideas in an organized way that is convincing and
Interesting.

Before you read, answer these questions: Look at the title. What do you think it means to “live
life unplugged”? Why do you think some people want to live very simply?

Now read the article. Think about your answers to the questions above as you read.

GOING OFF THE GRID:

Why More People Are'Ghoosing fo
Live Life Unplugged (adapted)

bT John Platt

1 Imagine living off the land. See yourself 2 Although a desire to go green isn't always

growing your own food, producing your
own energy, and getting away from the
consumption economy' that influences so
many of our decisions. For more and more
people, this simple lifestyle, called oft-grid
living, has become a real option. Although
statistics on Americans who choose off-grid
living are unavailable, trends suggest that
the number is increasing. Some people do
it to be self-reliant* or more in touch with
nature. Others do it on the basis that there
is a limited supply of traditional energy,
such as oil. Still others do it because it is
the best financial option available to them.
For people who want to get away from
today’s consumerist society or help protect
the environment, living off-grid can be an
attractive option.

‘consumption economy: economy that relies on consumer

spending
‘self-reliant: capable of relying on oneself rather than
others

the top reason for people going off-grid, the
lifestyle has many environmental benefits.
For one thing, most off-grid homes or
communities are in places where nature
plays an important part of their everyday
lives. Many people in these communities
want to make sure they treat their
environment with respect. And they want
the choices that they make on a daily basis
to help the environment rather than hurt it.
In these communities, people often convert
from oil to solar power for regular home
heating or bike rather than drive to reduce
the use of gasoline. Making the transition
from traditional energy to a renewable
source may take getting used to at first,

but many in off-grid communities are
willing to sacrifice for the chance to make a
positive impact on the environment.




3 For others, living off-grid is a rejection of

consumerism.” “Going off the grid is not a game,”’
says Nick Rosen, founder of the Oft-Grid website.
“It is real life and a real choice for real people”
And many of these people are starting to ask
themselves, “How much do we really need?”
They reject overly large homes in favor of small
homes based on the idea that we are less happy
when we have a lot more than we need. They

feel overconsumption leads to being less grateful
for what we do have. And doing something

like buying a smaller home also fits into the
environmentally friendly lifestyle because smaller
homes require less energy for heating and cooling.

For others, going off-grid is an economic
necessity because they have faced economic
hardships,* and many have lost their own homes.
They end up living a more eco-friendly’ lifestyle
because they need to reduce electric bills or grow
their own food to survive. Rosen reports, “A lot of
the people I met when I was traveling around the
States writing my book were people who had to
hand back the keys to their properties and find a
new lifestyle. In one case they bought some land

‘consumerism: culture where people focus a lot on buying things
‘economic hardships: economic suffering
“eco-friendly: good for the environment

on eBay and moved themselves into a trailer.
And they find themselves living a more
ecological lifestyle just by the fact that theyre
generating their own electricity and growing
their own food, but they were motivated by
financial matters rather than by a more pure
desire to tread more lightly® on the planet”
So, financial concerns also play a role in
many peoples decision to live off the grid.

The scope of the off-grid movement is

not fully known. However, we do know
what motivates many off-grid community
members — the desire to protect the
environment, to be self-reliant, to embrace
simple living, and sometimes to live more
economically. For many of these members,
the benetfits outweigh the inconveniences of
giving up some of the features of a modern
life — using as much oil and electricity as you
want or buying prepackaged food. Living off
the grid might not be for everyone, but the
lifestyle of people who do so certainly gives
us all something to consider.

*tread more lightly: speak or behave carefully to avoid
upsetting anyone or causing harm

2
ol 2.3 Check Your Understanding

Answer the questions.

1 What are the main reasons people want to live in off-grid communities?

2 How would you explain the benefits of off-grid living to someone who has never heard of

It before?

3 How would you feel about living in an off-grid community?

W

pC

Answer the questions.

2.4 Notice the Features of Essay Writing

1 Look at the first two sentences in the introductory paragraph. How does the author get the

reader’s attention?

2 In which sentence in the introductory paragraph does the writer tell us what he will discuss

In the rest of the essay?

3 Look at paragraphs 2, 3, and 4. What is their purpose?
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