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Grammar in context @

3 Complete the sentences with the correct past
form of the verbs given.

Ta Name the tenses of the verbs in sentences 1-6.

1 They reported having a more positive
experience than the commuters who had been
sitting alone.

2 They asked one group to talk to the person next
to them while they were travelling to work.

3 Social media has revolutionised the way we
relate to one another.

4 After they had walked around the campus, the
groups were given games to play.

5 Robert Provine has been studying the roots of
laughter for 20 years.

6 Epley and Schroeder approached commuters in
Chicago as they were about to/were going to
get on a train.

1b Which tense or verb form in sentences 1-6 do
we use for these situations?

a for finished actions or situations at specific times
in the past

b for activities in progress at a moment in the past

¢ to talk about the future in the past

d for actions that happened at an unspecified
moment in the past

e for actions that happened in the past before
another moment or action in the past

f for actions that started in the past and are either
incomplete or finished very recently, especially
when the duration of the action is important

g to talk about actions that happened before
another action in the past when the duration of
the action is important

GRAMMAR REFERENCE » PAGE 16

2 Choose the correct alternative.

1 We have made/made friends with some Swiss
students on holiday last summer.

2 |'ve/'d been writing to a pen pal in Italy for the last
three years. We get on really well.

3 On the way to school, we chatted/have been
chatting to some people on the bus.

4 | know quite a lot about psychology because I've
been reading/read six books about it.

5 My dad has been/was in a football team, but he
stopped playing a few years ago.

6 He couldn't tell us the end of the joke because
he’d forgotten/has been forgetting it.

7 | had/have been having problems with my computer
for ages, so | got my brother to fix it.

8 They left/were leaving the cinema when they saw an
old friend, so they went/were going back to see him.

9 She's my best friend. We always saw/
have always seen eye-to-eye.

10 | have to go now. My train has arrived/been arriving.

1 My friend (call) me at 11 o’clock
last night, just as | (go) to bed.

2 | (have) a terrible headache all
day -1 ... . (take) three headache

tablets, but it won't go away.

3 When |l

this morning, everything ...

(look) out of my window
. (be) white

because it (snow) all night.

40 (wait) to speak to the professor
for over two hours, but she still hasn't arrived.

5 | find university life difficult. |
(study) here for nine months, but | still
(not make) any close friends.

6 | couldnt open the door because |
(forget) to bring my key.
7 That dog is driving me mad. It

(bark) all morning!

Decide if the verbs in bold are in the correct
form. Rewrite the incorrect forms.

Psychologists (a) had been interested in discovering
the key to lying for a long time, but it still doesn't

seem easy to work out what makes a good liar. Once,

a psychologist called Richard Wiseman (b) has done
an interesting experiment using television. He

(c) interviewed a famous person called Robin Day
about his favourite film. In the first interview, Day

(d) told Wiseman the truth. He (e) described how he
loved the film Some Like It Hot. In the second interview,
he (f) lied, telling the interviewer how much he liked
Gone with the Wind, even though he really hated it.
When they (g) had been finishing the interviews, they
(h) asked viewers to watch the two interviews and

to decide in which interview Day (i) had been lying.
Almost 30,000 people phoned in to vote, but the votes
were completely divided between the two interviews.

It became clear that viewers (j) were simply guessing.
Then a surprising thing happened. On the same day,
the two interviews (k) appeared on the radio and in a
newspaper. Seventy-three per cent of the radio listeners
correctly (I) guessed when Day (m) was lying, and

so did 64 per cent of the newspaper readers. Other
recent tests (n) have suggested the same conclusion,
that body language and facial expressions give little
indication of people’s sincerity. It seems to be more a
question of the words we use.

Write one question using each of the past tenses
in 1. Think of questions that help you to find out
something you don’t know about your partner.

SPEAKING Interview your partner using your
questions. Tell the class what you found out.





















5 Work with a partner. Invent your own similes
using 1-10 in 4b.

as steang as a ten-foot giant, as cold as winter in
Alaska

6 Compare your similes and choose the best.

VOCABULARY ways of talking

7a LISTENING @ 04 Read the sentences and listen. Match
the words in bold with the definitions 1-8. Use a
dictionary if necessary.

a

b
c
d

(]

‘Oh well, my team has lost again,” he sighed.

‘It can't be! | thought you were dead!” she gasped.
‘Stop it! Stop it this minute!” he yelled.

‘But, Mum, please, | don’t want to go! Please ..." the
girl whined.

‘It's a ghost,” she shrieked.

‘Don't tell Alex about the surprise party,” he
whispered.

‘Sorry. | didn't, | didn't really mean to do it, well, not
exactly,” he muttered.

‘Oh, no. Not another exam!” groaned the students.

to speak in a very loud high voice because you are
so scared or angry that you cannot control yourself

to speak in a loud voice because you are angry,
excited or in pain, or in order to make people
hear you

to speak very quietly so that other people can't
hear you

to speak in a way that shows you are unhappy

to speak breathing out slowly, making a long soft
sound, especially because you are disappointed,
tired, annoyed or relaxed

to speak while you are breathing in suddenly, for
example because you are surprised, shocked or
in pain

to complain in a way that annoys other people

to speak in a low voice that is difficult to hear,
especially because you are annoyed, embarrassed
or talking to yourself

7b Replace said in these sentences with an
appropriate verb in 7a.

1

‘Oh well! Better luck next time!” said Brian. It was
the fifth time he'd failed his driving test, but he was
taking it calmly.

‘Come here right now and say you're sorry!’ her
mother said, furious at the way her daughter had
just spoken to her.

‘I want to get off!" he said in the middle of the roller

coaster ride. He had never been more scared in
his life!

4 ‘'Sorry I'm late. It's, erm, well, the bus was late,’ she
said. Unfortunately, the teacher could hardly make
out a word.

5 ‘It's not fair, it isnt! It's just not fair,” said the boy. It
was the tenth time he’d made the comment and
everybody was losing patience with him.

6 'My leg! | think it's broken!” he said, although it was
hard for him to breathe because of the pain.

8 Read the information in the Writing bank.
Underline examples of each device in the story
in 3.

# WRITING BANK

Useful linguistic devices in a story
Stories can be made more interesting by including:

" avariety of past tenses, including the past
continuous, past perfect simple and continuous
and the future in the past.

= avariety of adjectives and adverbs.

= short sections of direct speech using a variety of
verbs expressing different ways of speaking.
similes.

= linkers and expressions of time and sequence.

9 Work with a partner. Discuss these questions.
1 Do you like surprising people?
2 Do you like receiving surprises?

3 What's the biggest surprise you or somebody in
your family has ever had?

10 PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT Write a story of 200-250
words. Your story must end with this sentence.

It had been the most surprising thing that had ever
happened to them, and probably ever would.

WRITING BANK > PAGE 154

+ EXAM SUCCESS

When you write a narrative, allow time for planning
and editing. Before you begin writing, plan the
beginning, the middle and the end of the story in
order to make all the main events clear. When you
finish, check the number of words you have written.
Cut or add details to make sure that the number is
right. Don’t underestimate the importance of these
two stages, or the time they take.

» EXAM SUCCESS page 148
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