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Grammar in context

Present perfect forms and past simple

1a Work with a partner. Name the three different
tenses in sentences 1-6.

1 I've been meaning to start a new cycling-to-
school routine for the last six months.

2 Tom has spent more than 160 days on the road
so far.

3 He has fled monkeys and has been chased
by dogs in Albania.

4 Judges at the annual Google Science Fair
presented them with the Global Science Award
last month.

5 More and more people have been uploading
videos of themselves taking part in multi-player
games.

6 |'ve made up my mind to start my fitness regime
next week.

1b Decide in which sentence(s) the form shows
that an action or state ...

a started in the past and is incomplete or in
progress.

b occurred at some unspecific point in the past, but
the experience still feels relevant and current.

¢ occurred in the past, but has a result in the
present.

d occurred and was completed in the past.

2 Read the explanations and match them to the
forms in sentences 1, 2 and 5.

a We use this form when the emphasis is on the
‘recentness’ of something.

b We use this form when the emphasis is on
'how much’ or "how many'.

¢ We use this form when the emphasis is on

'how long'.
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3 Which of the following sentences are correct?
Why are the others incorrect?
1 I've been learning English for at least eight years.

2 My family have been owning a summer house for a
long time — my grandparents bought it when they
first got married.

3 How long have you done your hair? | saw you drying
it about an hour ago!

4 |'ve been wanting to talk to you about your university
application. Have you started writing it yet?

5 They've been winning all their matches recently.

6 You've beaten Ellie in the last three races, so there’s
no reason why you can't do it again.

7 I've been breaking my left arm, too. It was ages ago,
when | was skiing in Andorra.

8 Have you started working on your assignment yet?
| think it's due next week.

4 Complete the sentences with the correct form
of these verbs. Use either the present perfect
simple or continuous.

beat ¢ give ¢ save e train « use ¢ work

1 s up all my credit on my mobile
phone. I'll have to buy some more.
2 | up for ages to get myself a cheap

car, but | still don't have enough.

3 Dan's a better player than me - | never
. him yet, but there's always tomorrow!

4 A: You look tired.

B: Yeah, | ... ..on my assignment.
It's due in next Monday, and | still have
1,000 more words to write.

5 1 .. for several events before now, but
the preparation for this competition is really tough.

6 This is the first time that | ... it @
presentation in front of so many peoplel!

5 Complete the biography below. Sometimes more
than one answer is possible.

uring his career British Formula 1 driver Lewis

Hamilton (a) (achieve) more race
victories than any other British driver in the history of
the sport. To date, he (b) (take) part in over
170 races and (c) already
(stand) on the podium over 90 times, with more than 40
wins. His fans (d). (follow) his performance
closely this season, and (e) ......... .. (hope) for
further victories.

In some ways it is no surprise that Hamilton

. - (turn) out to be such a champion.

He attributes much of his success to his father’s support
of his early passion for go-karting. At the age of ten he
Q)i .. (earn) the title of the youngest-ever
winner of the British Cadet Kart championship. Following
this, he confidently (h) (approach) McLaren
team principal Ron Dennis at the Autosport Awards
ceremony and told him, T want to race for you

one day. Less than three years later Dennis
(). . (sign) him to McLaren's
Young Driver Support Programme. Since
then, Hamilton (j) .. (go) from
strength to strength.

In recent years, Hamilton has

sometimes been frustrated by (‘(

the British media’s relentless |
scrutiny of his personal life. TN

In 2012, he moved to Monaco,

and (k) - (use) ETRONg, |  s:gucd
that location as a base SWISSQuore

ever since.

L

PETR{
6 Write questions to find out something you don’t

know about your partner using the tenses in 1.

7 SPEAKING Interview your partner using your
questions.



Developing vocabulary

Word formation 1 - prefixes

1 Look at these sentences. Where necessary, add a
negative prefix to the word in bold.

1 Achieving success in life requires learning to focus
on what's relevant to achieving your goals.

2 One of her strengths as a leader is that she
approves of gossip and avoids talking about others
behind their backs.

3 Sarah is so reliable — you never know whether she's
going to turn up on time or not.

4 In professional athletics there is a clear dividing line
between pushing your body to its limits on the one
hand, and committing legal acts on the other.

5 It's a great idea in theory, but can we be absolutely
certain that it's practical?

6 |I'm so glad Marco’s coming with us on the hike —
he's really experienced at reading maps.

2 Put these words in the correct column. Then add
two more words to each column.

adequate ¢ advantage ¢ bearable « comfort
effective « formal « informative ¢ legible « literate

logical « mature ¢ natural ¢ polite « probable

qualify « replaceable  resistible « responsible

dis un im ir in il

comfort

3a Match the prefixes to the words. Sometimes
more than one answer is possible.

1 under a worker

2 super b social

3 over c sleep

4 co d estimate

5 anti e understand
6 mis f hero

7 re g active

8 inter h conscious
9 sub i consider

3b What is the meaning of each different prefix
in 3a?

4 Use one of the prefixes from 3a with the word in
brackets in each sentence.

1 Her new documentary brilliantly portrays the way
that two species can ...... (exist) in the
same environment to the benefit of both.

2 With his performance today, the goalkeeper
silenced those critics who have ... (rated)
his abilities for so long.

3 After some time away from the public eye, she has
. (discovered) the form that makes her
such a brilliant songwriter.

4 It would be almost impossible to
(value) his contribution to the school — | don t know
what we'd do without him!

5 It's one of those rare films that has
(generational) appeal — my grandma and my little
brother both loved it.

6 Well, she didn't (time) that one; what

a terrific serve from the champion, and it's given her
match point!

In word-formation exercises, first read the whole text
quickly to get a general impression of its content
and structure. Don't worry about the gaps or
understanding every word at this stage.
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5 Complete the text with the correct form of the

words given. Add an appropriate prefix, suffix
or both.

The list of famous people who have had to

overcome adversity before they achieved

success is long and (a) diverse. SURPRISING
Take the (today) highly regarded US president
Abraham Lincoln. For many years it seemed
(b) .. , that Lincoln would ever
succeed as he suffered repeated rejections at
the ballot box and his career was sabotaged
by (c) opponents. But he

went on to be recognised as one of the
greatest American leaders. The industrialist
John D. Rockefeller came from a fairly

(d) .. B background, but even so
he faced hard times after the financial crisis

of 1857. During these years he came to the
conclusion that, despite their fancy mansions,
most Wall Street investors were completely
(e) , responding too quickly to  RATIONAL
publlc opinion and current events that were

actually (f) . - indicators of how RELY
financial markets would behave. Rockefeller

argued that his years of hardship were the

best education he could have had and that

struggle is (9) . More recently ~ RATE
there's rapper Jay-Z, who grew up in one

of New York’s poorest neighbourhoods,
though he dreamt of becoming a star.

(h) ..., the music industry didn't
see it that way and no record company would
sign him. So Jay-Z set up his own label,

the (i). ... ... lucrative Roc-A-Fella SANE
Records, and the rest is history. So perhaps
the lesson for all of us is that we shouldn't let
setbacks prevent us from pursuing our goals —
in fact, having to deal with (j)

may even be beneficial.

POSSIBLE

HONEST

PRIVILEGE

FORTUNATE

FORTUNE

SPEAKING Work with a partner. Discuss occasions
when you have had to deal with setbacks. How

did you overcome them? What did you learn

from them?




®  To become aware of what type of answer apply logic [n phrl: If you apply logic to a problem or

an interviewer expects you to give question, you can work it out step by step. back up [phr vb]:
= Tolearn how you can effectively prepare You need to back up your opinions with evidence or
for an interview examples. over-rehearse [v]: If you over-rehearse a speech,

= To practise responding appropriately you may sound unnatural when you produce it later.

during an interview

1a Match the university interview questions 2 READING Read paragraph 1 of the article. According to
(a-e) to the areas of academic study. the writer, what is the purpose of an interview for
university?
Law
Geography
Biological Science Home Students

Philosophy and Ethics

Modern Languages
Thinking of studying abroad? In the UK and the US,
some candidates are invited to attend interviews
. ) as part of the application process to evaluate their
a If you could save either the rainforests suitability for the university or course.

or the coral reefs, which would you

- chaose? Q

It’s important to remember what purpose the interview serves. The
interviewers are acting on behalf of the university to assess not just
your intellectual rigour, but to draw out more about your personality: for

b If the punishment for parking illegally

were death, and therefore nobody did example, are you someone who will enjoy a debate, engage effectively
iz, would that be jth and e}j‘cctive? with other students, or be able to cope with the course demands?

f ¢ In a world where English is global, Your choice of degree will inform the type of questions individual
wky learn Mandarin? interviewers pose, but in essence, they're all designed to assess your

aptitude and suitability for studying at university level. But most of all,
it's vital that you project genuine enthusiasm for your subject and the
o course. Some prospective students might groan at the thought of
d If someone were to visit the area the inevitable ‘Why do you want to join this course?”, but it's a good
where you live, what might they be question. If you suspect you wouldn’t have a clear answer, then do
. . some research beforehand. Read about the course online or contact
interested in? . S ) . e
current students via the university website to find out if it's really a
good match for your needs and interests.

e Is someone who risks their own life Q
(and those dof others) in extreme sports Preparation is key for all subjects and it gives a good impression
or endurance activities a herd or a fool? if you have read around your subject. Economics and political

studies students must familiarise themselves with current events
and trends in their discipline by reading print or online articles
1b [SPEAKING Work with a partner. Discuss and attending talks, and this is no less important for arts and
possible answers to the university
interview questions.

humanities students. Use this information and experience to
back up your opinions and to present balanced, informed points
of view. As there are no ‘right’ or ‘wrong’ answers to

questions, you'll be judged on your ability to construct

and develop an argument instead.
















4 Complete the Writing bank with expressions from
the email in 2.

# WRITING BANK

PXITHINN Informal cohesive structures

Starting
= To start with,
n

= First of all,

Adding information
= And another thing,

= On top of that,
n

Changing the subject

= Incidentally,

Generalising
= Allinall,

= By and large,

Giving personal opinions
= To tell the truth,

= Frankly,

Reporting

= Apparently,

" |t seems that ...
| |

Qualifying what has been said
® Having said that,

= Even so,

Emphasising the most important point
= Atany rate,

VOCABULARY Colloquial words and expressions

5a Match the more colloquial words and phrases

1-14 to the more formal equivalents a-n.
1 abit a appear

2 buy b commence
3 check c consider

4 cook d contact

5 get e dishes

6 get/keep in touch f entire

7 lookinto g extremely
8 meals h investigate
9 need i obtain

10 really j prepare

11 seem k purchase
12 start | require

13 think about m slightly

14 whole n verify

5b SPEAKING Work with a partner. Make the language in
these statements less formal.

1 Public transport should bl;a free for students — they
need to buy
shouldn’t be—reqwed—to—purchase a ticket.

2 | can prepare my favourite dish - it's extremely easy!

3 Students should consider carefully who they share a
flat with.

4 Social media is the best way to contact family and
friends when you're away from home.

5 | always verify that | haven't forgotten anything before
| leave the house.

5c Discuss whether you agree with the statements in 5b.

@ COMMON MISTAKES

6 Rewrite this excerpt from a letter of advice
making improvements to the language, style
and formality.

If possible, it is recommended that you explore
the school before the first day of term. This will
Jacilitate your punctual arrival at the correct
classroom before each lesson commences and you
will not need to keep referring to your map, which
could be embarrassing. In addition, ensure you
purchase all of the necessary equipment, such as
stationery and books. You can obtain a list from
the school office. By the way, I consider it extremely
important to attempt to smile, even if you are
Jeeling nervous, as you will appear more friendly
and approachable.

7a SPEAKING Work with a partner. Do you agree or
disagree with the student’s advice in 6? Why?

7b What advice would you give someone just starting
at your school?

In an informal text, you should use features of
informal writing throughout. All writing needs to be
organised, so use a clear paragraph structure.
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PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT 1

8 Use words and expressions from the Writing
bank, the advice from Exam success and your
ideas from 7b to complete the task below.

Your British friend is going to move to your country
and study at school there. Write an email giving your
friend advice about what to expect.

WRITING BANK > STUDENT'S RESOURCE CENTRE




