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TO THE TEACHER

Welcome to the new edition of Level 3 in the Longman Academic Writing Series, a 
five-level series that prepares English language learners for academic coursework. 
This book, formerly called Introduction to Academic Writing, is intended for 
intermediate students in university, college, or secondary school programs. It offers a 
carefully structured approach that focuses on writing as a process. It teaches rhetoric 
and sentence structure in a straightforward manner, using a step-by-step approach, 
high-interest models, and varied practice types.

Like the previous editions, this book integrates instruction in paragraph and 
essay organization and sentence structure with the writing process. It carefully 
guides students through the steps of the writing process to produce the well-
organized, clearly developed paragraphs that are essential to academic writing 
in English. You will find a wealth of realistic models to guide writers and clear 
explanations supported by examples that will help your students through typical 
rough spots. These explanations are followed by the extensive practice that learners 
need to assimilate writing skills and write with accuracy and confidence. There are 
interactive tasks throughout the text—pair work, small-group activities, and full-
class discussions—that engage students in the learning process and complement the 
solitary work that writers must do. The tasks progress from recognition exercises to 
controlled production and culminate in communicative Try It Out activities.

The first part of this book presents comprehensive chapters on how to format 
and structure basic and specific types of academic paragraphs. Students will learn 
how to organize different paragraph types, including narrative, process, definition, 
cause/effect, and comparison/contrast paragraphs. In the second part, learners are 
introduced to the basic concepts of essay writing. Finally, the extensive appendices 
and a thorough index make the text a valuable and easy-to-use reference tool.

What’s New in This Edition

Instructors familiar with the previous edition will find these new features:

● Chapter objectives provide clear goals for instruction;
● Two new vocabulary sections, Noticing Vocabulary and 

Applying Vocabulary, explain specific types of vocabulary 
from the writing models and support its use in the Writing 
Assignment;

● Selected writing models have been updated or replaced, while 
old favorites have been retained and improved;

● Try It Out! activities challenge students to be creative and apply 
the skills they have studied;

● Writing Tips contain strategies that experienced writers use;
● Self-Assessments ask students to evaluate their own progress;

● Timed Writing practice develops students’ writing fluency.
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The Online Teacher’s Manual

The Teacher’s Manual is available on the Pearson English Portal. It includes 
general teaching notes, chapter teaching notes, answer keys, reproducible writing 
assignment scoring rubrics, and reproducible chapter quizzes.
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CHAPTER OVERVIEW

Longman Academic Writing Series, Level 3, Paragraphs to Essays offers a 
carefully structured approach to intermediate academic writing. It features 
instruction on paragraph and essay organization, grammar, sentence 
structure, mechanics, and the writing process.

Four-color design makes the lessons even more engaging. 
NEW!

Realistic writing models present the 
type of writing students will learn to 
produce in the end-of-chapter Writing 
Assignments.

Chapter objectives provide clear 
goals for instruction.

NEW!
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Noticing Vocabulary points out useful 
word parts, word types, and phrases from 
the writing models.

Applying Vocabulary allows students 
to practice the new vocabulary and 
then use it in their Writing Assignments.

NEW!

NEW!

Word family charts help students expand 
their vocabularies.
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Simple examples make the 
concepts and rules easy to see 
and remember.

Writing Tips provide useful strategies 
to help students produce better writing.

NEW!

Organization sections explore 
paragraph and essay structure in a 
variety of organizational patterns.

Practice activities reinforce learning and 
lay the groundwork for the end-of-chapter 
Writing Assignments.
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Sentence structure sections provide 
practice with the most challenging 
structures for intermediate students. This 
includes writing varied sentences and 
correcting run-ons and comma splices.

Editing practice allows students 
to sharpen their revision and 
proofreading skills.

Transition signal charts help students 
use connecting words and write more 
coherently.
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Preparation for Writing sections teach 
prewriting techniques for gathering and 
organizing information.

Step-by-step Writing Assignments

make the writing process clear and 
easy to follow.

Try It Out! activities challenge students to 
apply what they have learned.
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Peer Review and Writer’s Self-Check

Worksheets at the back of the book help 
students collaborate and sharpen their 
revision skills.

Self-Assessment encourages students to 
evaluate their progress.

NEW!

Timed Writing activities help prepare 
students to write well on tests.

Additional writing tasks encourage 
students to further develop the writing 
skills in each chapter.

NEW!

NEW!
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To write academic texts, you need 
to master certain skills. 

In this chapter, you will learn to:

● Identify and use correct 
page formats for academic 
paragraphs 

● Use capitalization correctly

● Identify and write simple 
sentences

● Check for and correct errors in 
subject-verb agreement

● Check for and correct 
fragments

● Write, revise, and edit an 
academic paragraph about 
someone who has made a 
difference

ACADEMIC PARAGRAPHS
CHAPTER

1

OBJECTIVES

How did George Lucas change moviemaking forever?

2
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INTRODUCTION

Each day you probably do many kinds of informal writing. For example, you may 
make lists of things to buy at the supermarket or send text messages to your friends. 
Informal writing may contain slang, abbreviations, and incomplete sentences. In 
contrast, academic writing—the type of writing you have to do in school—is formal 
and has many rules. It is different from everyday English, and it may be different from 
the academic writing that you have done in your native language.

This book will help you learn and practice the format, sentence structure, and 
organization appropriate for academic writing. Chapter 1 presents the basic format 
and features of an academic paragraph. At the end of this chapter, you will write an 
academic paragraph of your own.

ANALYZING THE MODEL

The writing model is about a well-known person who has made a difference. 

Read the model. Then answer the questions.

!Writing Model

21 3 4 5 6

A Person Who Has Made a Difference: George Lucas

1 Filmmaker George Lucas has changed the film industry in many ways. 2 He has written, 

directed, and produced some of the best-loved movies of our time. 3 He has also made major 

contributions to modern film technology. 4 At first, Lucas did not plan to become a filmmaker. 

5 His dream was to become a racecar driver. 6 After a bad accident, however, he had to modify 

his plans, and he decided to get an education. 7 In college, Lucas studied moviemaking and 

made a number of student films. 8 Lucas’s third feature film, Star Wars, changed everything. 

9 A seemingly simple story of good versus evil, Star Wars became a huge international hit. 10 The 

movie used new technologies that revolutionized the film industry. 11 One of these technologies 

was a special computer-assisted camera crane (a tall machine with a long metal arm for lifting 

heavy things). 12 Camera operators filmed most of the space fight scenes from the crane. 13 Lucas 

is also responsible for the modern THX audio system, which improves the way a movie sounds 

in theaters. 14 In addition, Lucas was one of the first people to use computer-generated images 

(CGI) in filmmaking. 15 In fact, Lucas’s company Industrial Light and Magic has created special 

effects for hundreds of movies including Harry Potter, Pirates of the Caribbean, and Star Trek 

films. 16 To sum up, George Lucas’s love of storytelling and his technological innovations have 

completely changed moviemaking forever.

Academic Paragraphs 3



Questions about the Model

1. Who is this paragraph about?

2. What is the writer’s main point about this person?

3. What kinds of words are capitalized in the paragraph? Circle three examples of 
capitalization: a person’s name, the title of a movie, and an abbreviation formed 
from the first letter of words. 

4. In Sentence 1, filmmaker George Lucas is the subject. What is the verb?

!Noticing Vocabulary: Word Families

Good writers make sure that the words they use have the right meaning and are in the 
correct form. They know that the members of a word family are related to each other 
and have a shared meaning. Learning more about word families will help you choose 
words carefully and improve your writing. 

The chart has examples of the noun and verb members of some common word 
families. Notice the spelling patterns at the ends of the words, highlighted in yellow. 
Word endings (suffixes) can sometimes help you figure out whether a word is a noun 
or a verb.

NOUN VERB

deci sion decide

1. direct or 
2. direc tion 

direct

1. innovat or 
2. innova tion 

innov ate 

modifica tion modi fy 

PRACTICE 1 Identifying Nouns and Verbs in Word Families

Work with a partner. Complete the chart with nouns and verbs from 

the writing model on page 3. 

NOUN VERB

writer write

1. contributor

2. 

contribute

1. educator

2. 

educate

improvement

1. revolution
2. revolutionary

4 CHAPTER 1



PRACTICE 2 Forming Nouns

Work with a partner. Complete the chart with nouns. Use one of these 
noun endings: -or/-er, -tion/-sion/-ication, -ance/-ence, -ism, -ment, -ness. 
Check form and spelling in a dictionary. 

NOUN VERB

appreciation appreciate

assist

beautify

brighten

criticize

excite

lead

simplify

ORGANIZATION

In this section, you will learn how to format and organize a paragraph. From the 
writing model on page 3, you can see that a paragraph is a group of related sentences. 
A paragraph focuses on and develops one topic. The first sentence states the specific 
point, or controlling idea, about the topic. The rest of the sentences in the paragraph 
support the controlling idea.

In the writing model on page 3, the first sentence states the topic (George Lucas) and 
the controlling idea about the topic (George Lucas changed the film industry). The rest 
of the sentences in the paragraph support the controlling idea. The model also shows 
the format of an academic paragraph.

Academic Paragraphs 5



FORMATTING THE PAGE

When you prepare assignments for this class, pay attention to the page format. 
There are instructions to follow for both handwritten and computer-written work. 

Page Format for Handwritten Work

Paper

Use 8 1⁄2-inch-by-11-inch lined, three-hole paper. The three holes should be on the left 
side as you write. Write on one side of the paper only.

Ink

Use black or dark-blue ink only.

Heading

Write your full name in the upper right or upper left corner. On the next line, write the 
course number. On the third line of the heading, write the date when the assignment is 
due in the order month-day-year with a comma after the day.

Assignment Title 

Center the title of your paragraph on the first line.

Margins

Leave a 1-inch margin on the left and right sides of the paper. Also leave a 1-inch 
margin at the bottom of the page.

Body 

Skip one line and start your writing on the third line. Indent (move to the right) the 
first sentence 1⁄2 inch from the left margin.

Spacing 

Leave a blank line between each line of writing.

6 CHAPTER 1



Marciela Perez
English 001
April 2, 20___

Introducing Myself

Hello! I would like to introduce myself to you. My name is

Marciela Perez. I am a student from the country of El Salvador. I was

born in a little town near San Salvador, the capital of our country. 

I graduated from high school there. I came to the United States two

years ago with my mother and my two sisters. We went to New York,

where my Aunt Rosa lives. We lived with her in her apartment in 

Brooklyn for six months. She helped my sisters and me get jobs. I work 

for a home health care agency. I help elderly people with their basic 

needs. I work near City College, where my sisters and I take classes to 

learn English. Now we have our own apartment near the college. My 

sisters and I work during the day and go to school at night. I want to quit 

my job and go to school full-time. I hope to go to college and become 

a nurse practitioner. I speak Spanish fluently. I don’t think I have any 

other special talents. My hobbies are making jewelry and going 

to  movies.

SKIP LINES

INDENT THE FIRST

SENTENCE ½ INCH

CENTER THE TITLE

ON THE TOP LINE

MARGIN

YOUR NAME

COURSE NUMBER

DUE DATE

LEAVE 1-INCH

MARGINS ON THE

LEFT, RIGHT, AND

BOTTOM

HEADING
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Page Format for Work Done on a Computer

Paper

Use 8 1⁄2-inch-by-11-inch white paper.

Font

Use a standard font, such as Times New Roman. Do not use underlining, italics, 
or bold type to emphasize words. It is not correct to do so in academic writing. 
Use underlining or italics only when required for titles of books and some 
other publications.

Heading

Type your full name in the upper left or upper right corner 1⁄2 inch from the top of 
the page. On the next line, type the course number. On the third line of the heading, 
type the date the assignment is due in the order month-day-year with a comma after 
the day.

Assignment Title

Skip one line, and then center your title. Use the centering icon on your word 
processing program.

Body

Skip one line and start typing on the third line. Use the TAB key to indent (move to the 
right) the first line of the paragraph. (The TAB key automatically indents five spaces.)

Margins

Leave a 1-inch margin on the left, right, and bottom.

Spacing

Double-space the body.

Saving Files

Remember to save your work. Ask your teacher how to name files.
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Marciela Perez

English 001

April 2, 2020

Introducing Myself

Hello! I would like to introduce myself to you. My name is 

Marciela Perez. I am a student from the country of El Salvador. 

I was born in a little town near San Salvador, the capital of our 

country. I graduated from high school there. I came to the United 

States two years ago with my mother and my two sisters. We went 

to New York, where my Aunt Rosa lives. We lived with her in her 

apartment in Brooklyn for six months. She helped my sisters and 

me get jobs. I work for a home health care agency. I help elderly 

people with their basic needs. I work near City College, where my 

sisters and I take classes to learn English. Now we have our own 

apartment near the college. My sisters and I work during the day 

and go to school at night. I want to quit my job and go to school 

full-time. I hope to go to college and become a nurse practitioner. 

I speak Spanish fluently. I don’t think I have any other special 

talents. My hobbies are making jewelry and going to movies.
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TRY IT OUT! On a separate sheet of paper, write a paragraph introducing yourself to your 
teacher and classmates. Use the models on pages 7 and 9 as guides. Write the 
paragraph by hand, or use a computer. Format correctly.

Ask yourself these questions. Use your answers as a basis for your writing. 
Add other information if you wish.

1. What is your name, and where were you born?

2. What do you want to say about your family?

3. What languages do you speak?

4. Where did you go to school? What were (or are) your favorite subjects?

5. What jobs have you had in the past? What job do you have now?

6. Why are you learning English?

7. What is your goal or your dream?

8. Do you have any special talents or hobbies?

9. What do you do in your free time?

Writing Tip 

Give titles to the paragraphs you write. A good title lets the reader 
know your topic but doesn’t give away too much information. A title 
can be short or long, but it rarely should be longer than ten words.

MECHANICS

In English there are many rules for using capital letters. You probably know a lot of 
them already. 

RULES EXAMPLES

1. The first word in a sentence My  best friend is my dog.

2. The pronoun I He and  I never argue.

3. Abbreviations and acronyms formed from the 
first letters of words

USA IBM AIDS 

UN VW CBS 

4. All proper nouns. Proper nouns include
a. Names of deities
b. Names of people and their titles

but not a title without a name

NOTE: Some writers capitalize titles such as 
president and prime minister when they 
clearly refer to one person.

God Allah Shiva

Mr. and  Mrs.  John  Smith

President  George  Washington

my math professor, the former prime minister

The president (OR President) will speak to the 
nation on television tonight.
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