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TO THE TEACHER 

Welcome to the new edition of Level 4 in the Longman Academic Writing 
Series, a five-level series that prepares English language learners for academic 
coursework. This book, formerly called Writing Academic English, is intended for 
high-intermediate students in university, college, or in secondary school programs. It 
offers a carefully structured approach that focuses on writing as a process. It teaches 
rhetoric and sentence structure in a straightforward manner, using a step-by-step 
approach, high-interest models, and varied practice types. 

Like the previous editions, this book integrates instruction in essay organization 
and sentence structure with the writing process. It carefully guides students through 
the steps of the writing process to produce the well-organized, clearly developed 
essays that are essential to academic writing in English. You will find a wealth of 
realistic models to guide writers and clear explanations supported by examples that 
will help your students through typical rough spots. These explanations are followed 
by the extensive practice that learners need to assimilate writing skills and write 
with accuracy and confidence. There are interactive tasks throughout the text-pair 
work, small-group activities, and full-class discussions-that engage students in 
the learning process and complement the solitary work that writers must do. The 
tasks progress from recognition exercises to controlled production and culminate in 
communicative Try It Out activities. 

In the first part of this book, you will find a quick review of paragraph writing 
and summarizing. The second part of the book offers comprehensive chapters on 
process, cause/ effect, comparison/ contrast, and argumentative essays. Sentence 
structure, with a special emphasis on subordinated structures, appears in the third 
part of the book. Finally, the extensive appendices and a thorough index make the 
text a valuable and easy-to-use reference tool. 

What's New in This Edition 

Instructors familiar with the previous edition will find these new features: 
• Chapter objectives provide clear goals for instruction; 
• Two new vocabulary sections, Noticing Vocabulary and 

Applying Vocabulary, explain vocabulary from the writing 
models and support its use in the Writing Assignment; 

• Selected writing models have been updated or replaced, while 
old favorites have been retained and improved; 

• Try It Out! activities challenge students to be creative and apply 
the skills they have studied; 

• Writing Tips contain strategies that experienced writers use; 
• Self-Assessments ask students to evaluate their own progress; 
• Timed Writing practice develops students' writing fluency. 



The Online Teacher's Manual 

The Teacher's Manual is available on the Pearson English Portal. It includes 
general teaching notes, chapter teaching notes, answer keys, reproducible writing 
assignment scoring rubrics, and reproducible chapter quizzes. 
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CHAPTER OVERVIEW 
Longman Academic Writing Series, Level 4, Essays offers a carefully 
structured approach to high-intermediate academic writing. It features 
instruction on paragraph and essay organization, sentence structure, 
grammar, and the writing process. 

Four-color design makes the lessons even more engaging. 
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ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAYS 

Chapter objectives provide clear 
goals for instruction. 

xiv Chapter Overview 

Realistic writing models present the 
type of writing students will learn to 
produce in the end-of-chapter Writing 
Assignments. 
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Noticing Vocabulary points out 
useful words and phrases from the 
writing models. 

Applying Vocabulary allows students 
to practice the new vocabulary and 
then use it in their writing assignments. 
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Writing Tips provide useful strategies 
to help students produce better writing. 
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Organization sections explore essay structure 
in a variety of organizational patterns. 

CHAIN ORGANIZATION 
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Practice activities reinforce learning 
and lay the groundwork for the 
end-of-chapter Writing Assignment. 
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Try It Out! activities challenge students 
to apply what they have learned. 
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TRANSITION SIGNALS FOR CAUSE/ EFFECT RELATIONSHIPS 

Transition Signals sections provide 
tools for improving the flow of ideas in 
different types of essays. 
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Chapter 3 provides instruction on 
using and citing outside sources 
and avoiding plagiarism. 

l 
CORRECT CITATIONS 
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The same chapter teaches other 
essential tools for research-based 
writing, such as paraphrasing, 
quoting, and summarizing. 
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WRITING A SUCCESSFUL PARAPHRASE 
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Step-by-step Writing Assignments make 
the writing process clear and easy to follow. 

! 
WRITING ASSIGNMENT 
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Self-Assessment encourages 
students to evaluate their progress. 
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Peer Review and Writer's Self-Check 
Worksheets at the back of the book help 
students collaborate and sharpen their 
revision skills. 
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EXPANSION 

TIMED WRITING 
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USING QUOTES AND PARAPHRASES TO SUPPORT IDEAS 
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Separate chapters on Sentence 
Structure provide practice with 
the most challenging structures 
for high-intermediate students. 
The chapters can be taught in 
any order. 

Timed Writing activities help 
prepare students to write well 
on tests. 

Additional writing tasks encourage 
students to further develop the 
writing skills in each chapter. 

SENTENCE 
STRUCTURE 
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Simple explanations and clear examples 
enable students to improve their grasp of 
subordinate structures and their punctuation. 
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Editing practice allows students to sharpen 
their revision and proofreading skills. 

EDITING PRACTICE 
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WRITING A 
PARAGRAPH 



To write academic texts, you need 
to master certain skills. 

In this chapter, you will learn to: 

• Identify the parts of a paragraph 

• Construct an appropriate 
topic sentence 

• Support the topic sentence with 
details and examples 

• Distinguish facts from opinions 

• Use a concluding sentence to 
complete a paragraph 

• Write, revise, and edit 
a paragraph about 
communication 

PARAGRAPH STRUCTURE 

It is important to pay attention to your communication 
style if you want to be successful. 

RMF



INTRODUCTION 

In this chapter, you will focus on the structure of a good paragraph. A paragraph 
is a group of related sentences that discusses one (and usually only one) main idea. 
A paragraph can be as short as one sentence or as long as ten sentences or more. 
The number of sentences is unimportant; however, the paragraph should be long 
enough to develop the main idea clearly. At the end of this chapter, you will write a 
well-structured paragraph on the topic of communication. For an example of a 
well-structured paragraph, look at the model. 

ANALYZING THE MODEL 

The writing model discusses communication styles. 

Read the model. Then answer the questions. 

/ Writing Model 
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Communication Styles That Don't Communicate 

1 Studies show that certain styles of interpersonal communication are less effective than 
others. 2 Which styles are the ones to avoid? 3 These same studies indicate that the two least 
effective styles are aggressive and passive communication. 4 On the one hand, an aggressive 
style involves speaking in a disrespectful manner, expressing anger, or trying to dominate the 

conversation. 5 For example, a business executive might tell her coworker that his ideas for 
a new product are terrible. 6 Then she might interrupt him when he tries to explain his ideas. 
7 This approach hinders successful communication. a It also creates barriers between people. 
9 A passive communication style, on the other hand, can be equally unproductive. 10 A passive 
style might lead a person to hide his or her beliefs, speak quietly, and submit to all demands. 
11 Someone working on a fashion design project, for instance, might agree to use a fabric that he 

thinks is unattractive. 12 He would not express his true feelings to the group. 13 In short, ineffective 
communicators can fail to influence others either by being too forceful or by hiding their opinions. 

Questions about the Model 

1. What is the main idea of the paragraph? 

2. In which sentence does the writer state the main idea? 

3. How does sentence 3 support the main idea? 

4. What points does the writer make about an aggressive style? 

5. In which sentence does the writer introduce an example of an aggressive style? 

6. What points does the writer make about a passive style? 

7. In which sentence does the writer introduce an example of a passive style? 
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/ Noticing Vocabulary: Word Families 

Good writers use a wide range of vocabulary. You can quickly improve your 
vocabulary by studying word families. Word families are groups of words that are 
related. Words in a word family often have similar meanings but are different parts 
of speech. For example, notice the word successful in the model. The words success, 
succeed, successful, and successfully belong to the same word family. 

PRACTICE 1 

4 CHAPTER 1 

Identifying Words in Word Families 

O Look at the writing model again. Find and underline the words in the chart. 
Then complete the chart. Use a dictionary as needed. 

VERB ADJECTIVE ADVERB 

agree 

create 

dominate 

influence 

submit 

use 

aggressive 

disrespectful 

passive 

unproductive 

€) Notice the word endings in the chart in Part A. List the ending(s) for each part 
of speech. 

Verbs: -ate ------------------
Adjectives: ________________ _ 

Adverbs: ________________ _ 



PARTS OF A PARAGRAPH 

Paragraphs generally include three parts. All paragraphs have a topic sentence and 
supporting sentences. Most paragraphs also have a concluding sentence. 

THE TOPIC SENTENCE 

Every good paragraph has a topic sentence. A topic sentence is the most important 
sentence in a paragraph. 

The topic sentence briefly indicates what the paragraph is going to discuss. For this 
reason, the topic sentence is a helpful guide to both the writer and the reader. The 
writer can see what information to include (and what information to exclude). The 
reader can see what the paragraph is going to be about and is therefore better prepared 
to understand it. For example, in the writing model, the topic sentence alerts the reader 
to look for communication styles that are ineffective. 

Here are three important points to remember about a topic sentence: 
• A topic sentence is a complete sentence; that is, it contains at least 

one subject and one verb. These examples are not complete sentences 
because they do not contain a subject and a verb: 

1NcoMPLETE Communicating with colleagues. 

1NcoMPLETE How to improve online social networks. 

• A topic sentence contains two parts: a topic and a controlling idea. 
It names the topic and then limits the topic to a specific area to be 
discussed in the space of a single paragraph. 

,-----TOPIC -----..-----CONTROLLING IDEA-----. 

Communication with colleagues requires sensitivity and understanding. 

,-----TOPIC ------.,----CONTROLLING IDEA----, 

Improving online social networks can help professionals communicate. 

• A topic sentence is the most general statement in the paragraph because 
it gives only the topic and the controlling idea. It does not give any 
specific details. 

This is a general statement that could serve as a topic sentence: 

The Arabic origin of many English words is not always obvious. 

This sentence is too general. It doesn't provide much guidance about what the 
paragraph will be about. 

English has been influenced by other languages. 

On the other hand, this sentence is too specific. It could serve as a supporting 
sentence but not as a topic sentence. 

The slang expression so long (meaning "good-bye") is probably a corruption 
of the Arabic salaam. 
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The Position of Topic Sentences 

The topic sentence is usually (but not always) the first sentence in a paragraph. 
Experienced writers sometimes put topic sentences in other locations, but the best spot 
is usually right at the beginning. Readers who are used to the English way of writing 
want to know what they will read about as soon as they begin reading. 

Synonyms, words with the same basic meaning, do not always have 
the same emotional meaning. For example, stingy and frugal both mean 
"careful with money." However, calling someone stingy is an insult, but 
calling someone frugal is usually a compliment. Similarly, a person wants 
to be slender but not skinny. Therefore, you should be careful in choosing 
words as many so-called synonyms are not completely synonymous. 

At times, a topic sentence comes at the end of the paragraph. In this case, the 
paragraph might begin with a series of examples or facts. Then the topic sentence at 
the end would be the conclusion drawn from these examples or facts. 

Mediation is now a popular way to solve disagreements between children 
in school. A mediator can also help a divorcing couple discuss finances or 
improve communication between employees and company executives. These 
are a few ways that mediators can help opposing parties come to agreement. 

PRACTICE 2 
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Choosing Topic Sentences 

Decide which sentence in each group is the best topic sentence and label 
it best. Then look at the other sentences in the group and label them 
TG (too general), TS (too specific), or/ (incomplete ). 

GROUP1 

TS a. A lunar eclipse is an omen of a coming disaster. 

_~_G_ b. Superstitions have been around forever. 

bes-t c. People hold many superstitious beliefs about the moon. 

__ I_ d. Is made of green cheese. 

GROUP2 

___ a. The history of astronomy is interesting. 

___ b. Ice Age people recorded the appearance of new moons by making 
scratches in animal bones. 

___ c. For example, Stonehenge in Britain was built 3,500 years ago to track the 
movement of the sun. 

___ d. Ancient people recorded lunar and solar events in different ways. 

GROUP3 

___ a. It is hard to know which foods are safe to eat nowadays. 

___ b. In some large ocean fish, there are high levels of mercury. 

___ c. Undercooked chicken and hamburger may carry E. coli bacteria. 

___ d. Not to mention mad cow disease. 

___ e. Food safety is an important issue. 



PRACTICE 3 

GROUP4 

a. Hybrid automobiles more economical to operate than gasoline­
powered cars. 

b. The new hybrid automobiles are very popular. 

c. Hybrid cars have good fuel economy because a computer under the 
hood decides to run the electric motor, the small gasoline engine, or the 
two together. 

___ d. The new hybrid automobiles are popular because of their fuel economy. 

Recognizing Topic Sentences 

Read the sentences in each group and decide which is the topic sentence. 
Label it TS (topic sentence). (Hint: Remember that the topic sentence is the 
most general statement in a paragraph.) 

PARAGRAPH 1 

___ a. A notes/ memo function lets you make quick notes to yourself. 

___ b. Other capabilities include word processing, spreadsheets, and email. 

___ c. A voice recorder that uses a built-in microphone and speaker works like a 
tape recorder. 

___ d. Basic tools include an appointment calendar, an address book, to-do lists, 
and a calculator. 

___ e. MP3 playback lets you listen to digital music files, and a picture viewer 
lets you look at digital photos. 

f. Most smart phones have tools for basic tasks as well as for 
multimedia functions. 

___ g. A few models also include a built-in digital camera and keyboard. 

PARAGRAPH 2 

___ a. Twelve years after Sputnik, the United States caught up by becoming the 
first nation to land a man on the moon. 

___ b. The Europeans have joined the competition, vowing to land European 
astronauts on the moon by 2025 and on Mars by 2035. 

___ c. The number of nations competing in the "space race" has grown since the 
early days of space exploration. 

___ d. China joined the competition in 2003 when it launched Shenzhou 5. 

___ e. Initially, the former Soviet Union took the lead when it sent the first man 
into Earth orbit in the spaceship Sputnik in 1957. 

f. For almost 50 years, the United States and Russia were the only 
competitors in the contest to explore space using manned spacecraft. 

(continued on next page) 
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PARAGRAPH 3 

___ a. Another important change was that people had the freedom to live and 
work wherever they wanted. 

___ b. The earliest significant change was for farming families, who were no 
longer isolated. 

___ c. The final major change brought by the automobile was the building of 
superhighways, suburbs, huge shopping centers, and theme parks such as 
Disney World in Florida. 

___ d. The automobile revolutionized the way of life in the United States. 

___ e. The automobile enabled them to drive to towns and cities comfortably 
and conveniently. 

f. In fact, people could work in a busy metropolitan city and drive home to 
the quiet suburbs. 

PARAGRAPH 4 

___ a. In time, this melted part rises as magma 1 . 

___ b. The formation of a volcanic eruption is a dramatic series of events. 

___ c. As the plate 2 sinks, friction and Earth's heat cause part of it to melt. 

___ d. The magma produces heat, steam, and pressure. 

___ e. First of all, most volcanoes are formed where two plates collide3 . 

f. Then one of the plates is forced under the other and sinks. 

___ g. When the heat, steam, and pressure from the magma finally reach the 
surface of Earth, a volcanic eruption occurs. 

The Two Parts of a Topic Sentence 

As noted earlier, a topic sentence has two essential parts: the topic and the controlling 
idea. The topic names the subject of the paragraph. The controlling idea limits or 
controls the topic to a specific area that you can discuss in the space of a single 
paragraph. 

The reader immediately knows that this paragraph will discuss how easy it is to 
prepare convenience foods and perhaps will give some examples (canned soup, frozen 
dinners, and so on). 

,---- TOPIC r CONTROLLING IDEA 7 
Convenience foods are easy to prepare. 

The reader of this topic sentence expects to read about various ethnic foods popular in 
the United States: tacos, egg rolls, sushi, baklava, pizza, and so on. 

CONTROLLING IDEA r"" TOPIC --, 

Immigrants have contributed many delicious foods to U.S. cuisine. 

1 magma: hot melted rock below the surface of the Earth 
2 plate: one of the very large sheets of rock that forms the surface of the Earth 
3 collide: (to) crash violently into someone or something 
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A topic sentence should not have controlling ideas that are unrelated. The three parts 
of the controlling idea in this topic sentence are too unrelated for a single paragraph. 
They require three separate paragraphs to explain fully. 

Too MANY 1DEAs Advanced communication technologies have improved dramatically, 
and they have also enhanced business relationships and 
nurtured social interactions. 

aooD Advanced communication technologies have improved dramatically. 

PRACTICE4 

PRACTICES 

Identifying the Topic and Controlling Idea 

Read each sentence. Circle the topic and underline the controlling idea. 

t.@iving on freew~requires skill and alertness. 

2. Driving on freeways requires strong nerves. 

3. Driving on freeways sometimes requires an aggressive attitude. 

4. The Caribbean island of Trinidad attracts tourists because of its calypso music. 

5. Spectacular beaches make Puerto Rico a tourist paradise. 

6. Moving away from home can be a stressful experience for young people. 

7. Owning an automobile is a necessity for me. 

8. It is an expensive luxury to own an automobile in a large city. 

9. A major problem for many students is the high cost of tuition and books. 

10. Participating in class discussions can be a problem for some students. 

Writing Topic Sentences 

O Write a topic sentence for each paragraph with a topic and a controlling idea. 

PARAGRAPH 1 

____________ English speakers relaxing at home, for example, 

may put on kimonos, which is a Japanese word. English speakers who live in a 

warm climate may take an afternoon siesta on an outdoor patio without realizing 

that these are Spanish words. They may even relax on a chaise while snacking 

on yogurt, words of French and Turkish origin, respectively. At night, they may 

shampoo their hair and put on pajamas, words from the Hindi language of India. 

(continued on next page) 
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PARAGRAPH 2 

___________ In many European universities, students are not 

required to attend classes. In fact, professors in some countries generally do not 

know the names of the students enrolled in their courses. In the United States, 

however, students are required to attend all classes and may be penalized if 

they do not. Furthermore, in the European system, students usually take just 

one comprehensive examination at the end of their entire four or five years of 

study. In the North American system, on the other hand, students usually have 

numerous quizzes, tests, and homework assignments, and they almost always 

have to take a final examination in each course at the end of each semester. 

PARAGRAPH 3 

___________ For example, the Eskimos, living in a treeless 

region of snow and ice, sometimes build temporary homes out of thick blocks 

of ice. People who live in deserts, on the other hand, use the most available 

materials, mud or clay, which provide good insulation from the heat. In 

Northern Europe, Russia, and other areas of the world where forests are 

plentiful, people usually construct their homes out of wood. In the islands of the 

South Pacific, where there is an abundant supply of bamboo and palm, people 

use these tough, fibrous plants to build their homes. 

€) On a separate sheet of paper, write two or three topic sentences for each topic. 
Each topic sentence should have a different controlling idea. 

TOPICS 

• Cell phones • Text messaging • Social media 

• Movies • Advertising 
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TRY IT OUT! 

EXAMPLE 

Topic: cell pJioneS' 

Topic sentences: 1. Us-ing a cell pJione wJ,ile driving can be dangerovs-. 

2. TJ,ere are cell pJione manners- tJ,at everyone 5J,ovld know. 

3. Cell pJioneS' J,ave cJianged tJ,e Way we commvnicate. 

Communication today is instantly 
possible from almost anywhere. 

Work in a small group. Choose three topics that interest you. Be sure that they 
are different topics from the ones in Practice 58. Write a topic sentence for 
each one. Be sure to include a controlling idea. 

SUPPORTING SENTENCES 

Supporting sentences explain or prove the topic sentence. One of the biggest problems 
in student writing is that student writers often fail to support their ideas adequately. 
You need to use specific details to be thorough and convincing. 

There are several kinds of specific supporting details such as examples, facts and 
statistics, and quotations. 

PRACTICES Identifying Supporting Details 

Work with a partner. Read two versions of the same paragraph. Then answer 
the questions. 

VERSION 1: p ARAGRAPH WITHOUT SUPPORT 

Cell Phones and Driving 

1 Many governments are responding aggressively to the threat that 
cell phones pose to safety on the road. 2 Cell phones cause accidents all the 
time. 3 Sometimes people are injured and have to go to the hospital. 4 People 
don't pay attention while they are talking on the phone, so they run into 
other cars. 5 A lot of governments are tired of dealing with the problem. 
6 If you are caught with a cell phone while driving, you might have to pay a 
fine. 7 In conclusion, driving while on the phone is a bad idea. 

(continued on next page) 
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