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TO THE TEACHER 

Welcome to Level 5 in the Longman Academic Writing Series, a five-level series that 
prepares English language learners for academic coursework. This book is intended 
for advanced students in university, college, or secondary school programs who need 
to write longer essays and research papers. Longman Academic Writing Series: Essays 
to Research Papers offers a carefully structured approach that focuses on writing as 
a process. It teaches rhetoric and sentence structure in a straightforward manner, 
using a step-by-step approach, high-interest models, and varied practice types. It also 
addresses the writing, research, and documentation of papers in different academic 
areas. Each chapter explores a different rhetorical genre--classification, process, 
cause/ effect, definition, summary/ response, argumentation, and the research 
paper-as it applies to academic writing across the curriculum. 

This book integrates instruction in organization and sentence structure with 
the writing process. It carefully guides students through the steps of the writing 
process to produce the well-organized, clearly developed essays and term papers 
that are essential to academic writing in English. You will find a wealth of realistic 
models to guide writers and clear explanations supported by examples that will 
help your students through typical rough spots. These explanations are followed by 
the extensive practice that learners need to assimilate writing skills and write with 
accuracy and confidence. Interactive tasks, including pair work, group work, and 
full-class discussions, engage students in the learning process and complement the 
solitary work that writers must do. The tasks progress from recognition exercises 
to controlled production and culminate in the chapter Writing Assignments. The 
extensive appendices and a thorough index make the text a valuable and easy-to-use 
reference tool. 

Features 
• Theme-based chapters that focus on a particular academic area 

and rhetorical genre; 

• Chapter objectives provide clear goals for instruction; 
• Realistic writing models with academic content present the 

type of writing students will learn to produce in the end-of­
chapter Writing Assignments; 

• Two vocabulary sections, Noticing Vocabulary and Applying 
Vocabulary, highlight useful words and phrases from the 
writing models and allow students to practice the new 
vocabulary and use it in their writing assignments; 

• Organization sections explore the structure of papers in a 
variety of organizational patterns; 

• Sections on Grammar and Sentence Structure provide practice 
with the structures that pose the most difficulties for advanced 
students; 



• A Preparation for Writing section reinforces learning and 
develops the research skills needed for the writing assignment; 

• Step-by-step Writing Assignments make the writing process 
clear and easy to follow; 

• Timed Writing practice develops students' writing fluency; 
• Writing Guides for each rhetorical genre give students the tools 

they need to improve the flow of ideas in their papers; 
• Citation guidelines on MLA and APA formats provide 

students with the documentation skills needed to write papers 
for a variety of academic fields. 

The Online Teacher's Manual 

The Teacher's Manual is available on the Pearson English Portal. It includes 
general teaching notes, chapter teaching notes, answer keys, reproducible writing 
assignment scoring rubrics, and reproducible chapter quizzes. 
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CHAPTER OVERVIEW 
Longman Academic Writing Series, Level 5, Essays to Research Papers, 
offers a carefully structured approach to advanced academic writing. It 
features instruction on the writing process, the organization of essays and 
term papers, research and documentation, sentence structure, word forms, 
and grammar. 

Four-color design makes the lessons engaging. 

J 

Realistic writing models present the 
type of writing students will learn to 
produce in the end-of-chapter Writing 
Assignments. 
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Chapter objectives provide clear 
goals for instruction. 
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Noticing Vocabulary points out 
useful words and phrases from 
the writing models. 

Applying Vocabulary allows students 
to practice the new vocabulary and 
then use it in their writing assignments. 
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Organization sections explore essay structure 
in a variety of organizational patterns. 
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Grammar and Sentence Structure 
sections provide practice with the 
most challenging structures for 
advanced students. 
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Practice Activities reinforce learning and lay the 
groundwork for the end-of-chapter Writing Assignment. 
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Try It Out! activities challenge students 
to apply what they have learned. 

Writing Tips provide useful strategies 
to help students produce better writing. 

xvi Chapter Overview 

Quoting, paraphrasing, and summarizing 
instructions provide useful tools for 
research-based writing. 
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Preparation for Writing develops the 
research and documentation skills 
needed for the writing assignment. 
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Sections on finding and evaluating 
information from sources provide 
students with essential research skills. 
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Step-by-step Writing Assignments make 
the writing process clear and easy to follow. 
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Self-Assessment encourages 
students to evaluate their progress. 
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Peer Review and Writer's Self-Check 
Worksheets at the back of the book help 
students collaborate and sharpen their 
revision skills. 
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Timed Writing activities 
develop students' writing 
fluency under pressure. 

Additional writing tasks encourage 
students to further develop the 
writing skills in each chapter . 
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Writing Guides provide students 
with tools to improve the flow of 
ideas in different types of essays. 
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Appendices include a section on MLA 
and APA formats, which enable students 
to correctly document research papers in 
a variety of academic fields. 
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To write academic texts, you need 
to master certain skills. 

In this chapter, you will learn to: 

• Analyze an expository essay 

• Examine the elements of a 
well-structured essay 

• Identify context and grammar 
clues for correct article use 

• Follow and practice the steps in 
the writing process 

• Write, revise, and edit an essay 
based on personal experience 

EXPOSITORY ESSAYS 

No two writers work in the same way. What is your writing style? 
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INTRODUCTION 

In many of your courses, you will be asked to write various types of academic 
papers, from relatively short essays to long papers based on research. Each chapter 
of this book will teach you the writing and research skills necessary to produce these 
academic papers, beginning with the essay and ending with the research paper. These 
skills include finding information through research, evaluating the information, and 
incorporating it into your essays. For the moment, however, this chapter will focus on 
the structure of the essay and the process of writing it. 

An essay is an organized discussion of a topic in a series of paragraphs. It contains three 
main parts: an introduction (an introductory paragraph), a body (usually at least two, 
but often more, supporting paragraphs), and a conclusion (a concluding paragraph). 

The introduction performs several roles. It attracts readers' interest. It establishes the 
essay's specific topic and states the writer's position or claim about that topic in a 
thesis statement. It may also provide a preview of the body of the essay. 

Each body paragraph of an essay supports and develops a subtopic of the thesis statement. 
The paragraph states its controlling idea, or the writer's area of focus, in a topic sentence. 
The remaining sentences support the topic sentence with facts, details, and explanations, 
which lead logically to the next paragraph. The conclusion, or the essay's last paragraph, 
may summarize main points, end with a question for the reader, or cite a memorable 
quotation. In any instance, however, it provides a strong ending to the essay. 

ANALYZING THE MODEL 

The writing model describes the different methods that writers use as they begin the 
writing process. The essay is expository; that is, it explains something. 

Read the model. Then answer the questions. 

/ Writing Model 

Explorers and Planners: 
Ways to Discover and Organize Ideas 

1 You are staring at a blank page or computer screen 

2 CHAPTER 1 

and encountering familiar questions: How do I 
start? What do I have to say? Everyone shares these 
problems, but they need not be serious obstacles. 
Since the average person can think ahead only seven 
words, plus or minus four, you probably do not begin 
a sentence knowing exactly how it will end, or exactly 
what the next sentence will say. Therefore, it is almost 
impossible to anticipate 1 the exact content of an entire 
paper. Although some experienced writers approach 
their first drafts with clearly organized plans, you may 

1 anticipate: meet someone or experience something without planning to 



not be one of them. Your thinking may be disorganized, but that is to 
be expected. The beginning stage of writing is a time to discover your 
ideas and plan how to present them over subsequent 2 drafts, and there is 
more than one effective way to discover and plan: through freewriting, 
brainstorming, clustering, and outlining. 

2 Of course, no two writers work in the same way. Everyone's ultimate 3 

goal is to produce a clear, convincing, and engaging piece of writing. 
However, the process of arriving at that goal differs from person to 
person, and often from task to task. On the one hand are the planners. 
They carefully consider the structure and content of their ideas before 
writing them down. Then they revise their work only once or twice. On 
the other hand are the discoverers, which means almost everyone else. 
They compose messy first drafts, sometimes with unrelated ideas, which 
they progressively clean up and reshape through multiple revisions. 
One such discoverer was the Nobel Prize winning author Isaac Bashevis 
Singer. When asked how he went about composing his stories, he 
replied, "There's no plan, no formula. I may revise something twice or a 
thousand times." 4 

3 Whether writers are planners, discoverers, or a bit of both, their 
process of revision begins after the first draft. Then they can examine 
what they have said, see what ideas are emerging 5 or incomplete, and 
decide which to discard, replace, expand, or refine. They may change 
their minds and wording two, three, or a dozen times until the ideas and 
language are clear and concise. A writer's mind is filled with an ocean of 
ideas awaiting the chance to flow out. The task is to open the floodgates 
and channel the flow onto the page or screen. 

4 One method that discoverers use for getting started is freewriting. 
It involves writing down words as fast as possible without concern 
for exact phrasing, grammar, or spelling. The work is uncensored and 
perhaps illogical, but the main goal is merely to keep writing. This 
process often leads to new discoveries and insights. Much, or even all, of 
freewriting may not end up in the final draft, but writers can highlight 
the parts worth keeping and then do a second, more focused, freewriting. 
By that point they can turn to planning their essay. 

5 Another method discoverers often employ is brainstorming, or listing 
ideas. They jot down their thoughts in whatever order they occur. After 
that initial step, they highlight the most important ideas, cross out the 
irrelevant ones, and reorganize whatever remains. They may even do a 
second, more focused and detailed brainstorming list. This list shapes 
the first draft of the paper. 

2 subsequent: coming after or following something else 
3 ultimate: final, most important 

(continued on next page) 

4 This exchange took place between the author and Mr. Singer at a banquet honoring him. 
5 emerging: appearing or coming from out of nowhere 
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6 Planners work more systematically than discoverers and organize 
their ideas from the very beginning. One way they generate and organize 
ideas is through a different version of brainstorming, called clustering. 
It starts with drawing a circle in the middle of a page and writing a word 
or phrase inside the circle. That idea should lead to related ideas, each 
circled and then linked to the first circle by a line or branch. More circles 
and branches follow until they form "clusters" of ideas. Planners can 
then examine the clusters, decide which to keep or discard, and begin a 
second, more focused, cluster diagram. 

7 Finally, of course, planners can rely on an outline. One of the most 
efficient of these devices is the topic sentence outline. It begins with a 
statement of the essay's thesis. Then it includes the topic sentences of the 
body paragraphs and their supporting details. Not only does this type of 
outline help structure the essay, but it also provides a preliminary6 set of 
topic sentences for the first draft. 

8 Of course, many writers mix these methods or choose different ones, 

4 CHAPTER 1 

depending on the project. In fact, no matter what method writers choose 
for getting started, they must keep in mind that each one is merely a 
way to begin the writing process. Revision, redrafting, editing, and 
proofreading will follow. Efficiency is the key word in writing. Why stare 
at a blank page and waste your time? Why attempt to write a perfect first 
draft when you know full well that you are going to revise it later? Try 
the approaches that have proved so valuable in helping writers, whether 
they are discoverers or planners. 

6 preliminary: something that is done first 

Questions about the Model 

1. In what ways does the writer try to attract readers' interest in the introduction? 

2. In Paragraph 1, which sentence is the thesis statement? Circle it in the 
writing model. 

3. What two types of writers are introduced in Paragraph 2? Underline them in the 
writing model. 

4. How many methods for beginning to write does the author describe? What 
are they? 

5. Where are the topic sentences that introduce each method? Underline them in the 
writing model. 

6. Why does the author quote the famous writer, Isaac Bashevis Singer? 

7. In the concluding paragraph, the author asks, "Why stare at a blank page ... ". 
Which sentence from the introductory paragraph does this question echo? Why do 
you think the author includes this question? 



/ Noticing Vocabulary: Negative Prefixes 

Good writers use a rich and varied vocabulary. Paying attention to, and learning more 
about, words will help you become a better writer, too. Notice that the writing model 
contains adjectives with negative prefixes. Prefixes are word parts that can be added 
to the beginning of a base word (that is, a full word to which a prefix is attached).* 
They change a base word's meaning, but not its part of speech. 

The prefixes dis-, un-, il-, im-, in-, and ir-can mean "not" or "without." Adding 
these negative prefixes to an adjective usually creates another adjective with the 
opposite meaning. 

PRACTICE 1 Forming Negative Adjectives 

Q Look at the writing model again. Find and underline adjectives that begin with 
the negative prefixes dis-, ii-, im-, in-, and ir-. 

CD Choose the adjective from Part A that best completes each sentence. 

1. When two things are not connected to each other in any way, they 

vnrelated are _______ _ 

2. When something cannot be done, it is an ________ task. 

3. When something has no clear structure, it is _______ _ 

4. When something is not finished, it is _______ _ 

5. When an idea does not relate to the topic being discussed, it is 

6. When an idea makes no sense, it is _______ _ 

7. When ideas have not been censored, they are _______ _ 

*Abase word can also take a suffix, a word part that is added to the end of the base word. 
Examples include the suffixes -able, -Jul, and -less. Thus the base word suit and the suffix 
-able becomes suitable, and the base word hope + -Jul or -less becomes hopeful or hopeless. 
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ORGANIZATION 

A well-organized essay helps readers understand how all its parts fit together in a 
logical whole. The thesis statement, topic sentences, and conclusion play a central role 
in that organization. 

A CLEAR THESIS STATEMENT 

Every essay addresses a broad general topic, such as writing. A thesis statement, 
however, is a full sentence that narrows the topic specifically to what the essay is 
about, such as the beginning stage of writing. It also makes clear the writer's position 
on or claim about that topic. Often the thesis statement gives a preview of the 
subdivisions or subtopics to be developed in the body of the essay. Look at the thesis 
statement from the writing model as an example. 

,--- THE SPECIFIC TOPIC----, ,---------THE WRITER'S CLAIM -----------. 

The beginning stage of writing is a time to discover your ideas and plan how to present them, 
and there is more than one effective way to discover and plan: 

,------- THE PREVIEW OF THE BODY------, 

through freewriting, brainstorming, clustering, and outlining. 

PRACTICE2 

6 CHAPTER 1 

Narrowing Thesis Statements 

Each thesis statement is too broad. Make each one more specific. Be sure to 
add a phrase that previews the subtopic that might follow in the body. 

1. Learning a new language is not easy. Mas-terinq tJ..,e pronvnciation of a new 

lanqvaqe can be cJ..,allenqinq for s-everal reasons-. 

2. My family has some interesting people. _______________ _ 

3. School requires hard work. ____________________ _ 

4. The Internet is useful. ______________________ _ 

5. A college education is important. __________________ _ 

6. I write best under the right conditions. ________________ _ 



TOPIC SENTENCES 

Just as a thesis statement introduces the specific topic of an essay, a topic sentence 
at or near the beginning of a paragraph introduces the topic of a paragraph, or what 
it is about. A topic sentence also establishes the controlling idea in the paragraph. 
Although controlling ideas sometimes are implied rather than stated directly, most are 
stated clearly in a topic sentence. Likewise, a controlling idea may be expressed as a 
claim that the writer makes about something. The remainder of the paragraph then 
explains, supports, or expands on the claim. 

In general, there are three types of claims, as illustrated by the writing model. 
• A claim that something is or was true: 

Of course, no two writers work in the same way. 

The remainder of the paragraph supports or explains the claim that 
writers differ in the way they work. Note, however, that this is only 
a claim that something is or was true. That is why it usually needs 
support, explanation, or, perhaps, proof. For example, Elephants can fly 
is also a claim that something is true, but its information is not factual. 

• A claim that something is good, better, or worse: 

One of the most efficient of these devices is the topic 
sentence outline. 

The words "most efficient" establish value or worth. The remainder of 
the paragraph supports or explains the writer's claim that the outline 
is efficient. 

• A claim that makes recommendations, suggestions, or demands for 
some action: 

No matter what method writers choose for getting started, they 
must keep in mind that each one is merely a way to begin the 
writing process. 

The rest of the paragraph supports the claim by explaining why it is 
important or useful. 

PRACTICE 3 Generating Topic Sentences 

Complete each topic sentence by adding a controlling idea expressed 
as a claim. 

1. In addition to money, a part-time job can provide valvable experience in 

time manaqement and s-elf-dis-cipline. 

2. Speaking more than one language equips someone ___________ _ 

3. The relationship between teacher and student differs __________ _ 

(continued on next page) 
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4. A good way to begin any writing assignment is _____________ _ 

5. Computers are often essential tools in writing because __________ _ 

6. Most professions value ______________________ _ 

A STRONG CONCLUSION 

The final or concluding paragraph of an essay often summarizes or rephrases the 
essay's thesis statement. Because the conclusion is usually a summary, it should never 
add new ideas or information. The paragraph often concludes with a phrase that 
echoes the language in the opening paragraph, as in the first and last paragraphs of the 
writing model. Depending on the content of the essay, the concluding paragraph might 
also end with a memorable quotation, or a call to action or recommendation of what 
the reader should do. 

PRACTICE4 

8 CHAPTER 1 

Evaluating Conclusions 

Work with a partner. Choose the best conclusion from each pair of sentences 
and label it best. 

1. _b_e_s-_t_ a. In short, the only solution to getting writing done is to write, write, 
and write. 

____ b. Try not to postpone writing an assignment. 

2. a. Another thing to consider is your audience. 

b. Always try to anticipate your audience's questions. 

3. a. Writing is a continual process of drafting and revision that stops 
only when the paper is due. 

b. Writing involves a lot of revision if it is going to be any good. 

4. a. Will you spend the time to do it well? If not, then you may be 
wasting your reader's time. 

b. Writing requires time. 

5. a. "Writing," says one well-known author, "is thinking." 

b. Writing demands constant thought. 

6. a. As I said earlier, keep all these things in mind. 

b. In sum, effective writing requires planning, drafting, and revision. 



GRAMMAR 

Of course, even the best-structured essay will not be clear if it contains frequent 
grammatical errors. One of the most common of these errors is using articles 
incorrectly. Articles give information about a noun or noun phrase by telling the reader 
whether that noun is indefinite or definite. Articles entered English long ago simply as 
different pronunciations of the words one ("an") and that ("the"). In other words, a/an is 
indefinite (not specific), but the is definite (specific). 

USING ARTICLES 

Articles appear before a noun, an adjective, or before an adverb, adjective, and noun 
combination. 

NOUN ADJ NOUN 

A blue bird 
ADV ADJ NOUN 

A bird A really beautiful bird 

Use a/an to communicate new or unfamiliar information; use the to refer to information 
that you have mentioned earlier or that you expect the reader to be aware of. 

Use of A/An 

The indefinite articles a/an precede only singular count nouns; that is, nouns that can 
be counted, such as chair, car, or bird. These articles mean "one of many"; they do not 
specify a particular one, but mean that there is more than one choice. Therefore, these 
nouns are indefinite. A precedes words that begin with a consonant sound; an precedes 
words that begin with a vowel sound. 

RULES EXAMPLES 

1. Use a/an when you don't have a specific 
person, place, or thing in mind. 

2. Use a/an when the person, place, or thing 
is unfamiliar to the reader. For example, 
when the noun appears for the first time. 

3. Use a/an when you mean "one." 

Buy a notebook. 
(There are many notebooks available.) 

An introduction to an essay should attract 
an audience's attention. 
(There are many possible introductions, 
claims, and audiences.) 

You are staring at a blank page. 

Finally, of course, planners can rely on 
an outline. 

I may revise something twice or a 
thousand times. 

You will have an hour to write your paper. 
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Use of The 

The definite article the precedes any specific singular or plural count noun as well as a 
specific noncount noun such as furniture, traffic, or water. 

Ru LES EXAMPLES 

1. Use the when a noun is mentioned for the 
second time. (The reader already knows 
what is being discussed.) 

It starts with drawing a circle and writing 

a word or phrase inside '@circle. 

2. Use the when the noun names a unique 
person, place, or thing. (There is only one 
possible choice.) 

Revision begins after starting the first draft. 

The spring semester begins in April. 

Submit your essay to the instructor. 

3. Use the when a phrase or dependent 
clause makes a noun specific. 

The novels of Isaac Bashevis Singer ... 

. .. the ideas that someone explores before 
beginning to write 

PRACTICES 

10 CHAPTER 1 

Choosing the Correct Article 

Circle the article that best completes each sentence. 

1. When I write (a !(ij})! the) essay, I like to plan it first. 

2. I begin by choosing (a I an I the) topic. 

3. Then I write any ideas I have about (a I an I the) topic. 

4. After that, I choose (a I an I the) best ideas and use them to write a thesis 

statement. 

5. I make sure that my thesis statement includes (a I an I the) topic and 

(a I an I the) claim. 

6. Then I use (a I an I the) thesis statement to create (a I an I the) outline. 

7. I use (a I an I the) outline to write (a I an I the) first draft. 

8. Finally, I edit and revise (a I an I the) draft and hand it in to (a I an I the) instructor. 



No Article (Zero Article) 

When a noncount noun or a plural count noun is referring to something in general, 
then do not place an article before it. This is often called the zero article. 

Ru LES EXAMPLES 

1. Do not use an article when a count noun ... often from task to task 
represents a general group, not one of many. (The singular nouns are general) 

... an ocean of ideas 
(The plural noun indicates a general group.) 
Discoverers compose messy first drafts. 
(The plural noun indicates a general group, 
even though an adjective precedes it). 

2. Do not use an article when a noncount noun 
represents a general category. 

Grammar is important to clarity in writing. 
(All three nouns cannot be counted and 
indicate general groups.) 

PRACTICE6 Adding Articles 

Complete the paragraph by adding the correct article. If no article is needed, 
write 0. For some, there may be more than one correct answer. 

________ writing process begins with discovering 
1. 

________ ideas. ________ methods of _______ _ 
2. 3. 4. 

discovery include ________ freewriting, brainstorming, and 
5. 

clustering. Many people try one or more of these approaches. After 

________ writer has captured his ideas on ________ paper, 
a ~ 

he or she can begin to draft ________ essay. _______ _ 
8. 9. 

first draft is only ---....,.,,----- beginning step in composing, however. 
10. 

________ essay will go through many more stages before it is 
11. 

finished. ________ stages of writing include _______ _ 
1~ 1a 

revising, editing, and proofreading. ________ final result should be 
14. 

clear and error free. 

See Appendix C on page 203 for more information on articles. 
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